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Week Ending Friday, April 12, 1991 


Statement on the Death of John Tower 
April 5, 1991 


Barbara and I are deeply saddened by the 
tragic deaths of our dear friends Senator 
John Tower and his daughter Marian. 
America has lost a great man and distin- 
guished statesman who dedicated his life to 
public service. The news of the plane crash 
today outside Brunswick, GA, deepens the 
sorrow and sense of loss we have so recent- 
ly felt with the death of Senator John 
Heinz. 


John Tower and I became friends 30 
years ago. We have remained close friends 
to this day. Senator Tower’s years of public 
service greatly strengthened the course of 
our national security and foreign policy, and 
his advocacy for a strong defense helped to 
lay the groundwork for the many recent 
successes we have witnessed in our ability 
to respond to international conflicts. 


He served the people of Texas and the 
Nation with honor and distinction for over 
30 years. Many Presidents benefited from 
his experience and counsel since his arrival 
in the Senate in 1961. I am among those 
who will sorely miss his advice, especially in 
the fields of arms control, national security, 
and intelligence. 


He was a friend, a leader, and a great 
Senator. Our sympathy and prayers go out 
to his surviving family members, Penny and 
Jeanne. Barbara and I join all Americans in 
mourning his death, and our hearts go out 
to the families of those who lost loved ones 
in this tragic accident. 


Barbara and I were also saddened to 
learn of the death of U.S. Astronaut Manley 
Lanier “Sonny” Carter, Jr. He served the 
Nation well, and his experience will be 
sorely missed. 


Executive Order 12758—Addition to 
Level IV of the Executive Schedule 


April 5, 1991 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and laws of the 
United States of America, including section 
5317 of title 5 of the United States Code, 
and in order to place an additional position 
in Level IV of the Executive Schedule, it is 
hereby ordered that section 1-101 of Exec- 
utive Order No. 12154, as amended, is fur- 
ther amended by adding the following new 
subsection: 


“(j) Director of the National Institutes of 
Health.” 
George Bush 
The White House, 
April 5, 1991. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:14 a.m., April 9, 1991] 


News Conference With the President 
and Secretary of State James A. Baker 
III in Houston, Texas 


April 6, 1991 


The President. Well, we haven’t had our 
discussion yet, and I’m very anxious to talk 
to the Secretary about his upcoming trip. In 
just a second I’m going to ask him to make 
a comment on that trip. But let me just say 
that I’m very pleased with the reception so 
far to our refugee relief program for those 
that have been brutalized and turned into 
refugees by the Government of Iraq. And 
it’s a good program. It’s strong. The air 
drop will be starting very, very soon. It’s 
just a question of exact timing; I’m not sure 
of yet, but it will start very, very, very, very 
soon. And the program is, I think, compre- 
hensive. 
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We have not heard from Iran on how the 
part will work; it affects refugees along the 
Iranian border. But I am very pleased that 
we and others have stepped up to the plate 
on this one. As a matter of fact, I think 
we've already, over the period of the last 
few weeks, spent something like $35 mil- 
lion, and that’s prior to this new program 
that we’ve announced. So, the United States 
is doing its part, should do its part, always 
has done its part. 

But now I'd like to ask the Secretary just 
to comment on his trip. Then we'll take just 
a few questions and then head on in and do 
some work because he’s got to go have 
supper in Turkey in not many hours from 
now. 

The Secretary. The President has asked 
me to return to the Middle East in order to 
see if we can take advantage of what I 
think the United States and everyone else 
believes is a window of opportunity with 
respect to the possibilities on the Arab-Is- 
raeli conflict in the aftermath of the Gulf 


war. 
We were planning this trip when the 
President asked me as well to go by Turkey. 


I will be having dinner Sunday night with 
President Ozal, and then proceeding down 
to the Turkish-Iraqi border to assess the sit- 
uation and report back to the President 
what we find and what we see. 

We will then go to Jerusalem and meet 
on Tuesday with the Israeli Government 
leadership. We will go to Egypt, to Syria, 
and I will meet in Egypt with the Foreign 
Minister of Saudi Arabia. King Fahd is at 
Mecca for the end of Ramadan. We will 
then come back through Geneva where I 
will meet with the Foreign Minister of 
Jordan and where I will brief the President 
of the EC 12. 

The President. 1 might add one more 
comment before the questions. A letter ad- 
dressed to the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations has been received. We have 
a copy of it in the State Department. It’s 26 
pages long. It is being translated. It relates 
to the U.N. demand that Iraq accept certain 
conditions in order to finalize the cease-fire. 

It appears to be positive, but I don’t want 
to get too far out in front on that until we 
get the total analysis of the letter. But it 
appears to be a positive response, and that’s 
good. That’s a good step. And that will 
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enable us to move more quickly to remove 
our forces from southern Iraq. 

Incidentally, a good many of those forces 
have started out or are out or are coming 
out. But when these Blue Helmets, this 
international force, gets in there, it is my 
intention to take our forces out just as 
quickly as possible. And we're talking a 
matter of days, not a matter of months or 
weeks or anything of that nature. 

So, that will be a positive step, something 
we've said we’re going to do. It will send a 
good signal, I think, to the rest of the world, 
and it will fulfill what I’ve stated was a 
major, major intention of the United States 
Government. 


Iraq 


Q. Mr. President, fears have been raised 
by some people described as Iraqi dissi- 
dents, essentially rebels, that when the 
American troops move out, perhaps 100,000 
people will face retribution and vengeance 
at the hands of Saddam Hussein. In fact, 
some people who came to see people at the 
State Department asked that the troops stay 
a little longer. Do you have fears about 
some bloodbath there? 

The President. I’m concerned about it. 
We are already—incidentally, speaking of 
help for refugees—our forces are already 
taking care of some 40,000 in the south, 
and we will make arrangements to see that 
those people are taken care of. But I have 
no intention of leaving our forces. We made 
very, very clear from day one so that every- 
body would understand it, these forces 
were coming out. 

But I’m hopeful that this positive action 
in response to the United Nations resolu- 
tions will then spill over, and we'll get a 
little more tranquility inside of Iraq itself. 
But we’ll watch the situation very, very 
carefully, but I want to keep my commit- 
ment to the American people in terms of 
their sons and daughters and in terms of 
what our objectives were. And that’s exactly 
what I’m doing. 

Q. There are reports out of the United 
Nations, though, that members of the Secu- 
rity Council including the United States are 
volunteering forces for the peacekeeping 
effort that Secretary Javier Perez de Cuel- 
lar is organizing. Is that true? Would you 
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commit U.S. troops to the peacekeeping 
force? 

The President. Well, it’s possible that the 
United States will have a contribution 
there, but that has not been finalized. It is 
essential that there be a force in there. His- 
torically, we’ve not been in these peace- 
keeping forces, but it depends on what the 
whole makeup of the force is. And if that 
will enhance the peace, why, I’d be open- 
minded on that question. 

Q. If I may, sir, wouldn’t that run 
counter, though, to the very promise that 
you're making to sons and daughters? 

The President. No—I see your point—no. 
I think it would not because I think we’re 
talking about an international force. We 
have—you remember Colonel Higgins. 
Now, he was a member of the peacekeep- 
ing force, the UNIFIL force. So, there is 
some precedent. But we’re not talking here 
about a lot of troops or anything of that 
nature. When I said we weren’t in it, I now 
think of the Higgins case and I’m sure there 
are others, other people involved from the 
United States. I guess to clarify it, I should 
say there would not be a lot of U.S. troops 
involved in something of this nature. 

Q. Mr. President, about the cease-fire res- 
olution, two things. One, does your analysis 
so far show that the various objections that 
the Iraqis have raised are simply just rheto- 
ric and that they don’t interfere with the 
fact that the Iraqis are actually accepting 
the cease-fire? 

The President. We're not sure yet, Rita 
{Rita Beamish, Associated Press]. And thus, 
I’m not going to comment further. I talked 
to Jim earlier, and neither of us have the 
final word on that. Dennis Ross just went 
and checked so I could give you the latest 
answer, but we do not have the final inter- 
pretation of this. There is some griping 
about the severity of the U.N. conditions, 
but that is just too bad, because the United 
Nations has acted and Iraq—Saddam Hus- 
sein—is in no position, in my view, to barter 
on something of this nature. 

And so, I hope that there’s just a lot of 
front-end rhetoric and the answer is that 
they do that which the international com- 
munity has called on them to do, and that is 
to accept all terms of the cease-fire, all the 
terms that were put down for them. 


Q. And the second thing, sir, just on that 
point: If it’s true that they are accepting the 
cease-fire, should the sanctions then be 
lifted against Iraq, or should that wait until 
the Kurdish situation—until Iraq stops—— 

The President. We'll take a look here at 
all of that, but we want to see full compli- 
ance and we want to see a cessation of the 
brutality in Iraq. 

I recognized Ann [Ann Compton, ABC 
News], and then we got crossed over. 

Q. ——anything less than total compli- 
ance of the U.N. resolution acceptable? If it 
takes 26 pages to say yes, don’t you worry 
that they aren’t going to embrace all of the 
aspects? 

The President. I’m just not going to com- 
ment on it until we see it. I don’t care how 
much griping they do. I want to know 
whether they’re going to accept it or not. 
Let them go forth with their rhetoric. 
We've listened to that. The American 
people heard that for about 6 months, and 
it didn’t change one thing. But the answer 
is: What’s the bottom line, and when are 
they going to accept it, and how firm will 
the acceptance be? And that’s what the 
United States and our coalition partners will 
be looking for. 

Q. But they haven’t accepted the first 13 
resolutions. Do you believe that they can be 
made to live up to this one? 

The President. Well, I think that this one 
includes fulfillment of the others. It talks, 
for example, about not—we don’t call it 
reparations, but what’s the technical term 
we use? 

The Secretary. Compensation. 

The President. Compensation. So, this 
new all-encompassing step by the United 
Nations takes care of a lot of the outstand- 
ing questions then. 

The Secretary. Can I just add to that? 
You’re quite right, they did not accept the 
first 13 willingly, and you would think that 
they might have learned by now the 
wisdom of accepting United Nations resolu- 
tions, the resolutions of the international 
community. 


Middle East Discussions 


Q. Mr. President, is Secretary Baker’s trip 
back to the Middle East an outgrowth of 
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General Scowcroft’s mission last week? Can 
you tell us anything further about that visit? 

The President. That stealth mission? No, I 
can’t tell you anything more about it. But 
there he is, the stealth man himself. But I 
would say this: the United States is doing 
what we can to foster stability and security 
in the Gulf area, a peace between Israel 
and the Palestinians. Hopefully, our efforts 
can help the Lebanon. And so, all of these 
trips contribute to our knowledge and to 
our ability to come up with a proposal that 
can achieve these ends. 

And we are talking to our European 
friends about this, and trying to get their 
ideas on it. And others are working the 
peace process. You saw where Francois Mit- 
terrand met with King Hussein, and that’s a 
contribution. So, I’d just say that all of these 
things come together. And I want to move 
forward. I want to see us move forward. 
The United States has a newfound and 
credibility in that part of the world. And I 
want to see that used to enhance the 
peace—to contribute to a lasting peace. 
And that’s a broad objective, but it’s a noble 
goal and it’s one that we want to try to help 
attain. And that’s why Secretary Baker is 
going back. That’s why General Scowcroft 
undertook a mission. That’s why you're 
seeing a lot of other diplomatic action by 
the United States in different capitals. 

You had one for the Secretary. This is one 
for the Secretary. 

Q. Mr. Secretary, you identified what you 
called a window of opportunity. Can you 
tell us what are the new facts that you see 
as opportunistic? 

The Secretary. Well, the new factors are 
generated, of course, by what happened as 
a consequence of the Gulf war. I’m not sug- 
gesting that there are any new factors. I’m 
not suggesting new factors—there may be 
some—that have occasioned this trip. 

But let me simply say that I think we owe 
it to ourselves and we owe it to the coun- 
tries in the region and, indeed, we owe it to 
the world to make every effort possible to 
deal with this most intractable of all prob- 
lems. And we’re not going to be able to 
deal with it if we’re not willing to actively 
engage in work. And that’s what the Presi- 
dent has instructed me to do on this trip. 

Now, if we can’t get anywhere, then we'll 
just have to fall back and look at other op- 
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tions and other approaches. But I think, and 
I think most people believe that there are 
changed circumstances in the region, and 
frankly, I found that in the attitude both of 
Arabs and Israelis on the occasion of that 
first trip I made. 

Q. small steps as opposed to large 
steps? 

The Secretary. Steps. Steps. We need 
steps. Absolutely. 

. The meeting with the Jordanians, 
though, does that reflect a marked change 
in their attitude or contrition on their part, 
or is that a U.S. judgment that nothing is 
going to firmly resolve in that region, espe- 
cially the Palestinian question, without 
some kind of Jordanian involvement? 

The President. To whom are you address- 
ing your question? 

Q. If either of you would care to answer 
that. 

The President. Let me answer it for you. 
It is a proper step that the Secretary meet 
the Foreign Minister of Jordan in Geneva. 
And you can figure out what I mean by 
that. It is a proper step. And Jordan obvi- 
ously will have an important role to play in 
whatever the final answer proves to be; 
there’s no question about that. But it is 
right that the Secretary meet the Foreign 
Minister in Geneva. 

Q. Mr. President, are you still hopeful in 
taking the trip yourself? 

Q. ——from the very beginning has pur- 
sued a very incrementalist approach to the 
Middle East. Isn’t it time for you to use the 
enormous credibility you’ve gained from 
this war to do something bolder and more 
dramatic? Why not a Bush plan? Why step- 
by-step confidence-building measures? 
These haven’t worked yet; why should they 
work now? 

The President. Well, one, you’ve got to 
crawl before you walk. Two, I think that 
you might well see a comprehensive overall 
plan. I want to treat it kind of like the 
Brady plan. You remember? The Brady 
plan, until it began to work, and then we 
called it the Bush plan. So, you’ve got 
some—{laughter|—— 

Q. The Baker plan and then it would be 
the Bush plan. 

The President. But it’s a very important 
question, and you’re absolutely right. We do 





have this credibility, I believe, in various 
capitals where we didn’t. I think that’s cer- 
tainly true in the Gulf. I understand that it’s 
true in Israel. So, I want to see us use that 
in order to be the catalyst for peace. Now, 
we're not going to do this alone. We have a 
tremendous amount of consultation, and the 
Secretary is off on another consultative trip. 

But I don’t want to—if your question is 
this—I don’t want to waste it. I don’t want 
to have so much time go by that everything 
gets back to the status quo ante and despair 
sets in. Because there is hope now. And I 
am hopeful after talking to the Secretary 
from his last trip. 

So, you may well see what you asked 
about here, but I do think it is very impor- 
tant that when we propose something, that 
it works, that it has a chance to be success- 
ful. We could go out with a grand design 
and maybe have nobody want to do it our 
way. So, there’s an awful lot of complex 
diplomacy that needs to be employed right 
now. 

But I’m not putting aside the idea of a 
bold plan, but we’ve got to work our way 
up to that. 


TIran-U.S. Relations 


Q. Mr. President, the one country in the 
region that there has not been a mission to 
is Iran. Is it now becoming time, you think, 
for the U.S. to make a move in that direc- 
tion? 

The President. 1 don’t know, I haven’t 
talked to Jim about the Velayati comments 
the other day on one of the news pro- 
grams—the Foreign Minister of Iran—indi- 
cating there were still problems. We know 
what the problems are. I have made very 
clear that we would like to have better rela- 
tions with Iran. It’s an important country. 
We've had enormous differences with 
them. Every American knows what the 
major stumbling block is, and that is the 
holding of hostages. And I want to see those 
hostages released. And I’m not saying that 
Iran can wave a magic wand and have 
them all released. They don’t hold the hos- 
tages, but they can be very, very influential 
in the release of the hostages. And it would 
incur enormous goodwill for Iran in this 
country if they did that. Enormous. 

And they’ve got difficult problems inside 
that country; we understand that. So, we’re 
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working the problem. And you'll notice 
some of the coalition countries now reach- 
ing out a little bit to Iran. They don’t have 
a hostage barrier. But I’m hopeful that we 
will have better relations with Iran. I like 
the moderate talk I hear coming from some 
of their people now. I would be hopeful 
that that would be resolved. But I want 
those hostages out of there. I want them 
out, every single one of them. 


Possible Middle East Trip 


Q. When are you going to the Middle 
East yourself, sir? 

The President. Middle East myself? Well, 
my problem is I’ve wanted to go for a long 
time, but we don’t want to do it unless it 
can be contributory. And I’m anxious to do 
it. But I just have to say I don’t know the 
answer to your question. The Secretary’s 
trip will be important, what he finds. I had 
wanted to go early on simply to salute the 
troops on the ground. Time is making 
maybe that more difficult. And we’ve tried 
to show my interest, Barbara’s interest in 
welcoming them back here. But as time 
goes by, that becomes less of a reason and 
the Middle East peace process becomes 
more of a reason. So, I want to talk to the 
Secretary when he gets back. But I can tell 
you there is no definite plan at this point to 
do it. And I’ve got other trips that I’m com- 
mitted to make, that I will make. So, we'll 
just have to wait and see. I’m anxious to do 
it. 

I’m going to stay in close personal touch 
with our partners in the Middle East. That 
includes the Arab countries; that includes 
Israel. And I will be following the Secre- 
tary’s trip very, very closely because we’ve 
got a shot now, and we’re going to try our 
level-best to work with others to bring 
peace to this area. And we really feel it. 
This is something we feel very passionately 
about. 

Well, thank you all very much. 


Note: The President’s 78th news conference 
began at 4:45 p.m. on the grounds of the 
Houstonian Hotel. The following persons 
were mentioned in the news conference: 
Foreign Minister Sa‘ud al-Faysal Al Sa‘ud 
and King Fahd bin ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Al Sa‘ud 
of Saudi Arabia; Foreign Minister Marwan 
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al-Kasam of Jordan; President Jacques 
Delors of the European Community; Javier 
Perez de Cuellar de la Guerra, Secretary- 
General of the United Nations; President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq; Dennis Ross, Di- 
rector of the Policy Planning Staff at the 
State Department; Brent Scowcroft, Assist- 
ant to the President for National Security 
Affairs; President Frangois Mitterrand of 
France; and King Hussein I of Jordan. 


Statement on Signing the Persian Gulf 
Conflict Supplemental Authorization 
and Personne! Benefits Act of 1991 


April 6, 1991 


I am pleased to sign into law S. 725, the 
“Persian Gulf Conflict Supplemental Au- 
thorization and Personnel Benefits Act of 
1991.” This legislation authorizes the appro- 
priations that the Administration requested 
for Operations Desert Shield and Desert 
Storm. It also authorizes $655 million over 
5 years to increase selected benefits for the 
men and women who served this country, 
and the world, during the Persian Gulf con- 
flict. 

The Act provides the Secretary of De- 
fense authority to use funds contributed by 
other countries to offset the incremental 
costs of U.S. operations in the Persian Gulf. 
It also authorizes the appropriation of $15 
billion in U.S. funds to a Persian Gulf Con- 
flict Working Capital Account. These 
monies will be used to cover the costs of 
the Persian Gulf conflict not met by the 
contributions of other countries. 

The Act increases certain benefits for 
military personnel and veterans who served 
during the Persian Gulf conflict. This bene- 
fit package, which is fully consistent with 
the Budget Enforcement Act, was crafted 
in bipartisan negotiations between the Ad- 
ministration and the Congress. 

Our service men and women performed 
with extraordinary ability and valor in the 
Persian Gulf. Their success is an inspiration 
to us all. This Act increases the pay of those 
who faced the greatest danger, smooths the 
transition for those returning to the work 
force or the educational system from the 
Persian Gulf, and increases the level of 
higher education benefits for veterans and 
reservists. 
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Specifically, the Act increases the military 
separation allowance and imminent danger 
or hostile fire pay for those who served 
during the Persian Gulf conflict. The fami- 
lies of all American service men and 
women who were covered by Servicemen’s 
Group Life Insurance and were killed in 
the line of duty during this period will re- 
ceive a special death gratuity of up to 
$50,000. Activated reservists without ade- 
quate health insurance will receive 1 month 
of transitional health care coverage when 
discharged. The Act also grants our newest 
wartime veterans eligibility for veterans’ 
pensions and our combat veterans eligibility 
for readjustment counseling, and it makes 
up to $100,000 in life insurance coverage 
available to our servicemembers and to 
those who become veterans after the date 
of enactment of this bill. Reemployment 
rights for disabled veterans are also being 
strengthened. 

Increased educational assistance pay- 
ments for active duty personnel and reserv- 
ists are an integral part of this package. In 
addition, the Act authorizes the Secretary 
of Education to extend the grace and defer- 
ment periods for repayment of Federal stu- 
dent loans and the eligibility period for cer- 
tain Federal grants for activated reservists 
who served during the Persian Gulf con- 
flict. It also encourages colleges and univer- 
sities to provide tuition credits or refunds 
for students who were called to active duty 
and were unable to complete their courses. 

S. 725 also permits the Secretary of De- 
fense to exceed the authorized military 
end-strength levels for FY 1991. For FY 
1992 and beyond, we intend to meet the 
military end-strength levels projected in the 
February 1991 Budget. 

This act requires a report to the Congress 
relating to the conduct of the coalition 
effort. We have been open with the Con- 
gress about our conduct of the Persian Gulf 
conflict and will continue to provide the 
Congress with information to the maximum 
extent consistent with the discharge of my 
constitutional responsibilities. 

George Bush 
The White House, 
April 6, 1991. 


Note: S. 725, approved April 6, was as- 
signed Public Law No. 102-25. 





Remarks Commemorating the National 
Days of Thanksgiving in Houston, 
Texas 


April 7, 1991 


Dr. Payne, thank you, sir. Barbara and I 
are delighted to be here on this very special 
day of National Day of Thanksgiving. 


Almost as soon as the peace was shattered 
in the Gulf last August, prayers for peace 
began at St. Martin’s. First were special 
prayers on Sundays, and then in the mid- 
week services. And by January, I’m told 
there were daily prayers. And the Sunday 
school children sent handmade Christmas 
cards to our men and women in the Gulf, 
and the church sent along prayer books and 
crosses. And Houston, as we saw all across 
America, was bedecked in flags and yellow 
ribbons. 


This says much about our city and about 
our nation. But it says much more about 
our country. For during these anxious 
months, this story has unfolded a thousand 
times over. In churches, in synagogues, in 
temples, in mosques, in communities of 
every size, in schools, and scout troops and 
countless times in the quiet, simple acts of 
individuals who care. We are one nation 
under God. 


On these special Days of Thanksgiving, 
we do have so very much for which to be 
thankful. We are grateful for the long-await- 
ed liberation of tiny Kuwait and the end of 
the terror rendered upon the Kuwaiti 
people. And for our men and women who 
performed their mission with such courage 
and conviction, we are grateful that their 
losses were mercifully few. And we're ex- 
traordinarily proud of our troops now re- 
turning home. 


It is the time to give thanks to God. Not 
for winning the war but for helping us to 
do what was right. We mourn for those who 
have fallen, and our hearts go out to their 
families. But we should thank God AI- 
mighty for men and women who will risk 
their lives to save the lives of others. Re- 
member Michener, James Michener’s Admi- 
ral Tarrant asked, “Where did we get such 
men?” And the answer is, those men and 
women came right here, right here at 
home. That’s where they came from. 
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Well, I believe that two such men are 
with us here today, recently returned from 
the Gulf: F-16 pilot Captain John Hunnell 
and his wingman Lieutenant Scott Long. 
Maybe you'd stand up, if you all are there. 
[Applause] Thank you. 


I read the letter that John sent to Rever- 
end Di Paola about his second combat mis- 
sion over Iraq. It was as terrifying as it was 
majestic. He describes an unnerving silence 
amidst missile trails and bright flashes of 
flak, the only sounds, the dull roar of his 
engine, the radio, and the beeping of his 
radar alarm. And although he didn’t men- 
tion it, probably the beating of his heart felt 
pretty loud at that time. [Laughter] 


And it’s been said, “The wings of prayer 
carry high and far.” Well, Captain Hunnell 
mentioned a prayer he repeated often. And 
it says, “If I forget Thee, do not Thou forget 
me.” The Lord did not forget him, nor the 
righteousness of our cause. And so, on this 
National Day of Thanksgiving, this church 
being one of many across the country cele- 
brating this National Day of Thanksgiving, 
let me conclude with a brief prayer: 


Dear God, we humbly give you our heart- 
felt thanks. We thank you for bringing the 
war to a quick end. We thank you for spar- 
ing the lives of so many of our men and 
women who went to the Gulf. We ask you 
to bring comfort to the families of those 
who gave their lives for their country. We 
ask you to protect the innocents who this 
very day are suffering in Iraq and else- 
where. We give thanks for the bravery and 
steadfast support of our coalition partners, 
and yes, we pray for our enemies, that a 
just peace may come to their troubled land. 


We are not an arrogant nation, a gloating 
nation. For we know: “Blessed are the 
meek, for they shall inherit the Earth.” On 
this special day, this grateful nation says, 
“Thank you, God.” 


Note: The President spoke at 9:50 a.m. in 
the main sanctuary of St. Martin’s Episco- 
pal Church. The President referred to the 
Reverend Claude E. Payne, rector of the 
church, and Joseph Di Paola, associate 
rector. 
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Remarks and an Exchange With 
Reporters Prior to Discussions With 
President Carlos Salinas de Gortari of 
Mexico in Houston, Texas 


April 7, 1991 


President Bush. Welcome, everybody. 
Are these things turned on? Because I just 
want to say, if they are, how pleased I am 
to see President Salinas, see him back here 
where I think it’s where we first met. He 
was coming in as President of Mexico, and I 
was coming in as President of the United 
States. We’ve had a strong friendship, and 
we're on common ground on these major 
issues. So, it’s a special privilege for me to 
have him back here in Houston, Texas. 


Fast Track Authority 


Q. Are you hoping to get momentum to 
get Fast Track through Congress here? 


The President. You’re darn right. We’re 
going to work; we’re going all-out on that. 
And I'll have a little more to say about that 
later on. It is priority for the United States, 
the United States Government. And I’m 
going to do everything I can with the Con- 
gress to get this approved. And I mean all 
out, 100-percent commitment. So, no hold- 
ing back at all. 


Q. President Salinas, do you think you 
can help? 


President Salinas. We'll do our share, the 
share that Mexico has to do within Mexico. 


President Bush. As | say to the Mexican 
media, how pleased we are to have Presi- 
dent Salinas here in Houston, Texas, where 
we first met. We had the spirit of Houston 
then, and the spirit of Houston squared, re- 
visited, and we’ve got important matters 
upon which we are working together. And 
I'm thinking particularly on this Fast Track 
authority for a free-trade agreement. 


And the United States is committed, our 
Government, and I’m going to work my 
heart out to have it passed. It’s good for the 
United States, and I happen to believe it’s 
also good for Mexico. 


Note: President Bush spoke at 11:05 a.m. in 
the Crew Ready Room at Ellington Field. 
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President Salinas spoke in Spanish, and his 
remarks were translated by an interpreter. 
A portion of this exchange could not be 
verified because the tape was incomplete. 


News Conference of President Bush 
and President Carlos Salinas de Gortari 
of Mexico in Houston, Texas 


April 7, 1991 


President Bush. Well, as always, it is a 
great pleasure to meet with my good 
friend, President Carlos Salinas. He’s en 
route to Canada for a state visit. But this 
refueling stop has given us a chance to dis- 
cuss very important issues of mutual con- 
cern and interest. 


The United States has embarked on an 
historic task with Mexico and Canada: the 
creation of a trilateral free-trade agreement 
which would establish the largest free-trade 
area in the world. It would involve some 
360 million people and a total of $6 trillion 
in combined annual output. President Sali- 
nas and I are certain that this FTA, this 
trade agreement will create jobs and pro- 
vide opportunities for the citizens of both 
our countries. 


To move forward, we need the United 
States Congress to extend the Fast Track 
authority. That authority allows the Presi- 
dent to assure our negotiating partners that 
the free-trade agreement which we con- 
clude at the negotiating table will be the 
one that will be voted on by the Congress. 
The Congress has a say. They can vote yes 
or they can vote no. But we need to negoti- 
ate in a way so that the people with whom 
we're negotiating know that that is not 
going to be amended and changed. 


I told President Salinas that I am abso- 
lutely committed personally, that our ad- 
ministration is committed totally to the 
free-trade agreement with Mexico and 
Canada. And I also told him that I am going 
to work tirelessly to assure favorable action 
by Congress on Fast Track authority. 

The credibility of the United States as a 
trading partner is on the line here. And I 
am doing this because I believe it firmly 
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that it is in the best interest of the United 
States of America. I also believe it’s in Mexi- 
co’s interest. But I am convinced that it is 
best for America. 

President Salinas and I have agreed to 
take a few questions, but I’d now turn the 
floor over to him. 

Once again, sir, welcome. 

President Salinas. Thank you very much 
for the hospitality extended to us, Mr. Presi- 
dent. I would like to say that the bilateral 
agenda is quite wide, and we took up di- 
verse topics. 

One of these issues, no doubt, was a free- 
trade agreement. We ratified our firm deci- 
sion to forge ahead and come afloat with a 
treaty. The area that would then be created 
would be the major mover in order to pro- 
mote the economies of the whole continent, 
and at the same time, it would be an ex- 
traordinary means in order to increase and 
raise our competitiveness to reach levels of 
the Pacific Basin and Europe. 

But this will not be easy. It is a battle 
between visionary men and women living 
in sovereign nations with protectionist in- 
terests or visionary views. 

We reach the conclusion that studies tend 
to confirm that the benefits that will be 
derived and that will stem from the free- 
trade agreement broadly go beyond the dis- 
advantages that one could have. For exam- 
ple, in the United States, thanks to freer 
trade activities with Mexico, in the last 3 
years exports have increased to my country, 
to Mexico. In the United States, additional 
jobs have been created of over one-fourth 
of a million jobs. 

Mexico is already growing and developing 
with stability, and that will now lead to 
having to export goods from Mexico, not 
people. That will prevent thousands and 
millions of Mexicans from having to come 
to the United States looking for a job. Our 
objective is to have economic recovery with 
employment that will not harm the envi- 
ronment and with an increase, a raise in 
real salaries. 

And I would simply like to conclude by 
saying that the good climate that we found 
in Houston 2% years ago has now been 
confirmed here today. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. 


Marlin, now, what is the time schedule? 
Because I know we want to take some ques- 
tions. 

Mr. Fitzwater. Just time for a few ques- 
tions and they do have to—rather quickly. 


President Bush. And what we thought 
we'd do is alternate, one for me, one for 
President Salinas, and then we'll try to be 
fair in the distribution between the visitors 
from Mexico—whom I welcome—and the 
U.S. press corps. 

Yes, sir, in the back. 


Latin America-U.S. Relations 


Q. [Question asked in Spanish. ] 

President Bush. No, that is not so. We are 
not distracted by Eastern Europe and the 
Gulf. We had a mission in the Gulf. We 
have completed that mission. I’m going to 
bring our troops home. But I hope we have 
not given the impression that we’ve lost 
interest in our own hemisphere. 

Indeed, the Enterprise for the Americas 
Initiative, the Brady Plan, the commitment 
that I am reaffirming here today for this 
trade agreement with Mexico, my own visit 
to Monterrey—all of these things, I think—I 
hope—sent the message to our friends south 
of the Rio Grande, and not just Mexico but 
on south, that we are committed to being a 
good neighbor. And so, I hope I'll have 
more chance to demonstrate that now that 
the war is over. 


Mexican Environmental Concerns 


Q. President Salinas, the head of Sierra 
Club told a congressional committee last 
month that in the area where free-trade 
zones were established, generally, the new 
development is in an environmental disas- 
ter area. There was great concern that a 
free-trade agreement will worsen the envi- 
ronment and perhaps dilute the gains made 
by the Clean Air Act in this country. What 
is your response? 

President Salinas. We are committed 
with a clean environment. We don’t want 
our children to paint the sky gray without 
any stars because they cannot see the stars. 
That is why any new jobs, any new employ- 
ment that has been created in Mexico will 
have to abide by very stringent laws for the 
protection of the environment. Not only 
firm and stringent laws but firm and strin- 


405 





Apr. 7 / Administration of George Bush, 1991 


gent enforcement of these laws. We have 
much to do still, very little time for having 
started with this, but that is our commit- 
ment. 

President Bush. We'll take one for me— 
let’s see—for President Salinas on the Mexi- 
can journalist side. Then I’ll go for one for 
me on the American side. Oops, wrong guy. 
Well, you’re going to miss my instructions. 
Go ahead, though. [Laughter] 


Free-Trade Agreement 


Q. [Question asked in Spanish. ] 

President Bush. I've heard people say 
that the arguments are not convincing. I 
disagree with them. So, it is my mission 
now to lead our whole administration and 
those in the Congress who are now strongly 
in support of the free-trade agreement— 
and that includes, I might add, some of the 
key Democrat leaders in the Congress who 
are supporting us—it is now our mission, 
collective mission, to make this clear to the 
rest of the country, and thus, to the United 
States Congress that it is in our interest. 
The arguments are good. We are going to 
increase jobs in this country. We are going 
to have fewer border difficulties, which we 
all know exist, once we get this agreement 
through. 

But we have some tough opponents in 
this country. Some elements in organized 
labor are fighting it, and they are wrong. 
And I’m going to take them on head-on- 
head because I know that this is in the best 
interest of our country. 

So, we’ve got a big selling job to do, but 
we’re not alone in this fight. We’ve got the 
facts on our side and we also have some of 
the key Democratic leaders in the United 
States Congress who are highly respected 
and who will join in this because they know 
that expanded trade is good for both sides. 

But I want to use this answer here just to 
once again reiterate my strong personal 
commitment. And I hope that will help. 
And we will be enlisting all the help we can 
get in the Congress because we’re in for a 
battle. We’re not under any allusion about 
that. 

Now, for President Salinas. Do you want 
one from the American side for me? 
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Iraq 

Q. Mr. President, yesterday you seemed 
hopeful that Iraq’s tentative acceptance of 
the U.N. conditions for a cease-fire would 
finally mean an end to the war for US. 
troops. But there don’t appear to be any 
guarantees that’s going to be the case for 
the Iraqi people. Is there any effort by the 
United States to use the U.N. mandate to 
restore order in Iraq, or are you, in a sense, 
being forced to tolerate a declared peace in 
the midst of chaos and even civil war there? 

President Bush. Well, I think you’ve seen 
the U.N. be very effective by having its 
rather stern but proper resolutions adopted. 
And I think the main thing is to get them 
put into effect, and I hope that that then 
will have a calming effect inside of Iraq 
itself. But I’ve made clear my position. I 
stated it from the very beginning. We have 
not expanded our objectives. We are not 
going to expand the use of US. forces; 
indeed, I want them to come out, and they 
will be coming out as soon as possible. 

But the U.N. can very well have the kind 
of additional role that your question asks 
about. And we will be in consultation with 
others at the United Nations to see whether 
the U.N. can again, once again, enhance its 
peacekeeping function, a function that only 
recently has come to be affecting events in 
a beneficial way. Only recently has the 
peacekeeping function come forward as 
something that has some teeth in it. And 
we saw that through the Gulf. 

Now, I would like to see that peacekeep- 
ing function activated again to help on this 
matter. You have some interesting debate 
at the U.N., however, in terms of the inter- 
nal affairs of a country. But when you have 
a refugee problem of this enormous conse- 
quence, then that comes under the heading 
of United Nations business. So, through that, 
perhaps, we can try to enhance the peace, 
bring peace back to this troubled land. 

But I want to make clear one more time: 
There was never any indication on the part 
of this administration or this President that 
we were going to expand our objectives to 
put troops or use force in Iraq. We’ve ful- 
filled our objectives, and now what we’ve 
got to do is fulfill our concerns about the 
innocents that are suffering—the Kurds and 
the Shiites in the south and those in Bagh- 





Administration of George Bush, 1991 / Apr. 7 


dad themselves—by doing what the United 
States has always done, trying to be a cata- 
lyst for healing the wounds. And there are a 
lot of wounds, a lot of people hurting. 

Our airlifts started. I was just telling the 
President I was very pleased, we’ve already 
dropped 72,000 pounds of MRE’s, this food 
and water, to stranded refugees. So, I think 
world opinion also, Norm [Norman Sandler, 
United Press International], on this one can 
help. I think people are so outraged that 
there may be ways we can bring pressure 
through the U.N. or elsewhere on this 
regime inside Iraq. 

Q. When you talk about an additional 
role, is that a role for the U.N. as police- 
men, essentially, internally in Iraq? 

President Bush. No, 1 don’t think you’re 
going to see that. I don’t think the United 
Nations will take such action. But I think 
there’s a way that we can be helpful in the 
ways I’ve talked about. But I don’t think 
you're going to see a police role in down- 
town Baghdad. I am pleased that the inter- 
national force, the Blue Helmet, the United 
Nations international force will be in place 
soon. 

And I will use this opportunity to say to 
the American people, those young men and 
women of ours that are in southern Iraq are 
coming out just as soon as possible, and 
we're talking about days, not weeks or 
months, in terms of my fulfilling that com- 
mitment to the American people. 


Free-Trade Agreement 


Q. This is a question on trade for Presi- 
dent Salinas. Perhaps Mexico now is one of 
the most open economies, much more so 
than the U.S. economy. You, President Sali- 
nas, have asked in various fora for reciproci- 
ty—reciprocal actions for this opening that 
Mexico is undertaking. Irrespective of it, or 
while we wait for the negotiation to take 
place, is there any commitment on the part 
of the U.S. in order to pay back or to match 
that opening that Mexico is undertaking? 

President Salinas. This is more a question 
for President Bush than for me. [Laughter] 

President Bush. He asked you. [Laughter] 
Thank heavens! 

President Salinas. But I would say that 
the objective in negotiating this free-trade 
agreement is reciprocity to a unilateral lati- 
tude. And more than having an addition or 


a subtraction, of arithmetic operations, it is 
more a matter of taking up a vision, a view, 
in the medium term and in the long term. 
What is truly at stake is that a decision is 
being made as to what will happen with 
North America by the end of this century 
or beginning of the coming century. 

We have to be competitive, vis-a-vis 
Europe and the Pacific Basin. And the only 
way of being it is by being together. And 
otherwise, it is not a matter of losing jobs 
for Mexico but spending the rest of your life 
buying Japanese or European products. So, 
as you can see, this is an exceptional, histor- 
ic opportunity, and it will be very difficult 
for it to be repeated. 

President Bush. Marlin, did you say one 
more? 

One more. Charles [Charles Bierbauer, 
Cable News Network]? 


Iraq 


Q. Mr. President, you’ve repeatedly said 
that you have not encouraged the Kurds 
and the Shiites to rise up with the expecta- 
tion that the U.S. would be in there fighting 
with them. And yet the Kurdish representa- 
tives this morning on one of the talk shows 
are saying that that’s clearly the impression 
they got from listening to the Voice of Free 
Iraq, which they understood to be support- 
ed by the U.S. Would you clarify just what 
the role the U.S. played in running that 
radio station? 

President Bush. No, I don’t have the de- 
tails on it. But I will reassert, I never in any 
way implied that the United States was 
going to use force beyond the mandate of 
the United Nations. 

Thank you all very—— 

Q. Well, is that because that station could 
be an embarrassment to you, sir? 

President Bush. No, I just don’t know the 
details of it. I just don’t know the details of 
it. And if it had anything—— 

Q. Were they naive? 

President Bush. Well, I mean, you call it 
whatever you want. They were not misled 
by the United States of America. And that is 
now I think very, very clear. I went back 
and reviewed every statement I made 
about this, every single one. And there was 
never any implication that the United 
States would use force to go beyond the 
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objectives which we so beautifully have 
achieved. None. And I hope that helps clari- 
fy it. 

Thank you all very much. 


Note: President Bush’s 79th news confer- 
ence began at 11:51 a.m. in the Briefing 
Room at Ellington Field. President Salinas 
spoke in Spanish, and his remarks were 
translated by an interpreter. Marlin Fitz- 
water is Press Secretary to President Bush. 


Remarks at a Meeting With Hispanic 
Business Leaders in Houston, Texas 


April 8, 1991 


Thank you all very much. And Miguel, 
thank you for your leadership for the Great- 
er Houston Partnership. And to all of you 
who managed to get through security and 
struggle in here, why—{laughter|—apolo- 
gies for the delay, but I’m sure glad to see 
you. 

Even though these lights are bright, I can 
see many, many friendly faces out there, 
people with whom I’ve worked for one 
cause or another over the years. You have 
this wonderful way of making a guy feel at 
home. So, thank you for coming. Lionel 
Sosa, I love those ads. They’re terrific. I 
believe they’re going to be very effective. 
And I thank you for your energy and your 
expertise. Those are the people that—also, 
would thank all of those who are helping 
you on this project. 

To my old friend, Bob Mosbacher, our 
able Secretary of Commerce, I’m glad to 
see him. He’s slightly jet lagged out, having 
just returned from Japan on yet another 
mission to try to encourage our exports—a 
mission in favor of free and fair trade— 
something we must continue to press for, 
whether it’s halfway across the world or 
whether it’s in relation to our own neigh- 
bors to the south. And Bob is doing a great 
job, a leadership role in fighting for free 
trade because he knows as I do, and as all of 
you do, that the freer the trade is, the more 
job opportunities there are for the people of 
the United States of America, say nothing of 
our trading partners. And so, I’m glad to 
see him back from his mission. 
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I’ve been looking forward to this meeting 
today. We’ve had a series of these, as some 
of you know. Some have attended one in 
Washington, then we had one out in Cali- 
fornia, and now this. Because I do want to 
discuss with you two issues that are vitally 
important to all of us: America’s ability to 
compete in the global marketplace and our 
ability to negotiate with our trading part- 
ners. That’s what’s at stake right now. I’ve 
said many times that the hard work of free- 
dom awaits us. And now, I’m asking for 
your help in that challenge. 

I love the way that Mexico’s very able 
President Carlos Salinas talked yesterday 
about the vision—the vision of free and fair 
trade between the two countries. It’s a 
vision that we share. Last month, I asked 
Congress to support this Fast Track author- 
ity in trade negotiations. You see, Fast 
Track is a way of assuring our trading coun- 
terparts that the agreements that they 
reach with us at that bargaining table, the 
one they reach with our negotiators will be 
the same ones that Congress has a chance 
to vote on, up or down. Some are alleging 
Congress has no say. And that’s simply not 
true. 

Fast Track doesn’t affect Congress’ power 
to accept or reject trade agreements. But it 
does prevent these 1lth-hour changes to 
agreements that have been hammered out, 
changes that force everyone to start all over 
again. 

We need Fast Track authority to pursue 
vital trade objectives: the North American 
free-trade agreement, the Uruguay round, 
and the Enterprise for the Americas Initia- 
tive. If we lose our Fast Track authority, we 
lose any hope of achieving these three vital 
agreements. The North American free-trade 
agreement, the Uruguay round, and the En- 
terprise for the Americas Initiative. We lose 
trade, we lose jobs, and we jeopardize eco- 
nomic growth. 

Here’s the key: A vote against Fast Track 
is a vote against things that we all hold 
dear—prosperity at home and growth in 
other lands. It ignores the dramatic and 
wonderful changes in the world economy. 

We want to play a leading role in that 
emerging, exciting world, and we don’t 
want to hide from it. We want to join in the 
thrilling business of innovation, and we do 
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not want to chain people to outmoded tech- 
nologies and ideas. 

Right now, we have the chance to expand 
opportunity and economic growth from the 
Yukon to the Yucatan. Think of it. The 
North American free-trade agreement 
would link us with our largest trading part- 
ner, Canada, and our third-largest trading 
partner, Mexico. It would create the largest, 
richest trade zone on Earth: 360 million 
consumers in a market that generates $6 
trillion in output in a single year. 

A unified North American market would 
let each of our countries build on our own 
strengths. It would provide more and better 
jobs for U.S. workers. Let me repeat that 
one. It would provide more and better jobs 
for U.S. workers. It would stimulate price 
competition, lower consumer prices, im- 
prove product quality. The agreement 
would make necessities such as food and 
clothing more affordable, more available to 
our poorest citizens. It would raise produc- 
tivity and produce a higher standard of 
living throughout the continent. 

Let me illustrate the stakes involved in 
the Fast Track debate by discussing the 
Mexican component of the North American 
free-trade agreement. Trade with Mexico 
has helped both our countries. 

Just 4 years ago, we had a $4.9 billion 
trade deficit with Mexico. Since then, we’ve 
cut that deficit by two-thirds, to $1.8 billion. 
This turnaround took place in part because 
Mexico’s President believes in free trade. 
He’s slashed tariff rates for some goods from 
100 percent to 10 percent. One result: our 
exports to Mexico have increased 130 per- 
cent in the past 4 years. 

This export boom has created more than 
300,000 new jobs here in the United States 
of America. And each additional billion dol- 
lars in exports creates 20,000 new jobs here 
in the United States. 

I don’t have to tell anyone in this room 
about Mexico’s market potential: 85 million 
consumers who want to buy our goods. Nor 
do I have to tell you that as Mexico grows 
and prospers, it will need even more of the 
goods we’re best at producing: computers, 
manufacturing equipment, high-tech and 
high-value products. 

Unfortunately, we’ve got a tough fight 
ahead of us. Some Members of Congress are 
concerned about the potential impact that 


any agreement may have on American jobs, 
American companies, American exports. 

Other Members of Congress say that they 
worry about wage rates or environmental 
quality, health and safety issues. I believe, I 
firmly believe that concern about those 
very same issues is the strongest argument 
for support for Fast Track. 

Let me just talk about those concerns. 
We've already seen what the reduction in 
Mexican tariffs has done for our exports— 
American exports to Mexico. A free-trade 
agreement would eliminate the remaining 
tariffs entirely. And that would stimulate 
exports, create new jobs, generate wealth, 
and hope, I might add, on both sides of the 
border. 

Let’s take a look at the impact on Ameri- 
can companies. When trade barriers vanish, 
goods flow freely across borders. And every- 
body—businessmen and workers, to farmers 
and consumers—reaps the benefits of 
growth. 

Consider the environment. The North 
American free-trade agreement fits into a 
winning strategy of improving environmen- 
tal quality. Opponents of Fast Track and 
the trade pacts forget that prosperity offers 
the surest road to worker safety, public 
health, and indeed, environmental quality. 

This administration wants to ensure that 
Mexican economic growth goes hand in 
hand with the environmental protection. 
Our EPA is already assisting the Salinas 
government with its environmental pro- 
grams. President Salinas has shown that he’s 
serious about cleaning up the environment, 
by requiring all new cars to have catalytic 
converters, and recently, I’m sure all of us 
noticed with pride and pleasure the fact 
that he shut down Mexico’s largest oil refin- 
ery because, frankly, it was just too much 
pollution into the air. I know that President 
Salinas cares deeply about his nation and its 
people and that he means business when he 
says he wants to clean up Mexico’s air and 
water. 

And finally, consider the matter of work- 
ing conditions in Mexico. As our trade with 
Mexico has grown, so have the wages of 
Mexican workers. Indeed, Mexican wages 
have risen very quickly in recent years, 
with no tangible impact on America’s pay 
scales. That being the case, someone ought 
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to ask the opponents of Fast Track why 
they oppose prosperity in Mexico. 

Someone should ask why they oppose let- 
ting our neighbors enjoy the benefits of 
progress. These are our friends. These are 
our neighbors. Ask them what’s wrong with 
increased productivity throughout the 
whole continent. We benefit when others in 
this continent prosper. And ask them what’s 
wrong with a more stable Mexico. A free- 
trade pact would encourage investment, 
would create jobs, would. lift wages, and 
give talented Mexican citizens opportunities 
that they don’t enjoy today. A stronger 
Mexico, in turn, means a stronger United 
States; it means a stronger North American 
alliance. 

So, you see, we have much to gain from 
extending Fast Track: a new era of open, 
free and fair trade, a future of unprecedent- 
ed economic growth and regional harmony. 
As with most good things in life, competi- 
tion involves risk. But we always have been 
a nation of risktakers, of adventurers. 

Our forefathers transformed a rough wil- 
derness into an industrial superpower. 
We've created technologies and products 
unlike any others produced in human histo- 
ry. We’ve placed the wisdom of the ages 
within reach of anyone who can operate a 
computer. 

The vote on Fast Track is really a vote on 
what kind of America we want to build. A 
“yes” vote expresses confidence in Ameri- 
can know-how and ingenuity. I say we be- 
lieve in ourselves. 

I want to make clear that this isn’t a par- 
tisan political issue. I want to salute those 
Democratic leaders in the United States 
Congress, including our own Senator Lloyd 
Bentsen, who’s a key player in this debate, 
and others in the House—Speaker Foley— 
who have the vision to say this is good for 
the United States and it’s good for Mexico. 
I’m going to approach this strictly in a non- 
partisan, nonpolitical manner. It is too im- 
portant to get it bogged down in partisan 
politics. I take great pride in the fact that 
the relationship between Mexico and the 
United States has never been better. But it 
is my view that we owe Mexicans the op- 
portunity that they will get from Fast 
Track. And when they get that opportunity 
it is going to benefit the United States of 
America. 
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And so, I will be fighting my heart out to 
win passage of this. I was very privileged to 
receive for the second time in Houston the 
able President of Mexico yesterday. He’s 
doing a first-class job. He’s moved that 
country in ways that some of his critics 
would never dared dream possible. And I 
think that it is in our interest now to build 
on this improved and strengthened relation- 
ship to give them and give ourselves the 
benefit of free and fair trade. 

So, as we join a world that is linked pri- 
marily by economic—not military—compe- 
tition, we have nothing to fear except the 
fearmongers themselves. They seem to be 
the only ones who haven’t learned lately 
that defeatism produces defeat, while confi- 
dence and self-reliance produce greatness. 
We’ve got to seize the opportunities that 
this new world economy offers us. And with 
your help, I am absolutely convinced that 
we will do it. 

So, once again, thank you for coming. 
And I pledge to each and every one of you 
that this goal is so important to the United 
States that it will be priority with me, with 
Secretary Mosbacher, with every other 
member of the Bush administration in 
Washington, DC. We are going to win this 
fight. But we need your help. Thank you all 
very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 8:30 a.m. in 
the Evergreen Room at the Houstonian 
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Miguel 
San Juan, vice president, world trade divi- 
sion, Greater Houston Partnership, and 
Lionel Sosa, who produced a video shown 
prior to the President’s remarks. 


Remarks on Presenting a Point of Light 
Award to the Voice of Hope Ministries 
in Dallas, Texas 


April 8, 1991 


Let me just say Barbara and I are delight- 
ed to be here. In the first place, I want to 
salute all at the Dallas Naval Air Station, 
and say it’s a pleasure to be back. 

But today what I wanted to do here in 
this very brief period of time was to salute 
those that are gathered here not only to 





commemorate this 50th anniversary of the 
Dallas Naval Air Station but also to recog- 
nize the volunteers of the Voice of Hope 
Ministries as the 424th Daily Point of Light. 
I think the name is well chosen, for you 
bring to the citizens of this corner of Dallas 
what they need most, and that is a sense of 
hope, the belief that every community can 
be reborn and that everyone can succeed. 

Having known a life of poverty herself, 
Kathy Dudley was determined to help 
others overcome the hardships that she had 
experienced. And she founded Voice of 
Hope Ministries in 1982. And when you 
began, you had only a dilapidated, aban- 
doned school for a meeting place, who with 
hard work and faith in God and in your- 
selves, you've transformed that building 
into a thriving community center full of 
love and support for all who seek it. 


Through your programs to enrich the 
lives of young people and seniors, your lit- 
eracy and financial management programs 
to open the door to economic opportunity, 
and then other related programs, you are 
reclaiming the community from despair and 


disintegration. You’re making a community 
whole. 


And so, I am very grateful to speak for a 
grateful nation in saluting you for the 
strides that you’ve made. You are real-life 
American heroes, and all of us are very, 
very proud of you. And for those out there 
who say it can’t be done, some communities 
can’t be saved, I say to them, you all come 
to Dallas and see the Voice of Hope Minis- 
tries for yourself. 


And thank you then to all of you for 
being a Point of Light. And God bless each 
and every one of you. 


And now it is a privilege and a pleasure 
to present to the volunteers and staff of the 
Voice of Hope the 424th Daily Point of 
Light recognition letter. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:15 p.m. on 
the tarmac in front of the Dallas Naval Air 
Station Operations Building. A tape was 
not available for verification of the content 
of these remarks. 
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Remarks to Business Leaders 
April 9, 1991 


The President. At the outset of this meet- 
ing I just want to thank all the business 
leaders for being here. And I particularly 
want to thank Ambassadors Brock and 
Strauss. This fight for a free-trade agree- 
ment—the Fast Track extension—it protects 
the Uruguay round, it protects our Enter- 
prise for the Americas Initiative, it protects 
the North American trade pact that we 
seek—agreement with Mexico. And it is 
very, very important. And I want to pledge 
to this nonpartisan group that I will do ev- 
erything I can possibly do, working with the 
Congress, to get this Fast Track authority 
passed. 

And it is in our interest—the point I 
made to President Salinas of Mexico, for 
whom I have great respect, is that it is in 
the interest of the United States of America. 
I also happen to believe it will benefit 
Mexico. 

Similarly, everybody around this table has 
taken a leadership role in the Uruguay 
round, and that one is critical. We simply 
cannot fail to go forward with the negotia- 
tions. I will be doing everything I can, and I 
want to ask everybody here to do all that 
you can, with the various Members of Con- 
gress. I think when they understand this 
that we will carry the day. 

There are some questions that we have to 
answer, questions that have been raised by 
supporters. Chairman Rostenkowski raised 
some questions. They’re good questions. I 
think there are very good answers for them. 
But I would repeat what I said to a group in 
Houston, yesterday: This isn’t a partisan 
matter. The Democratic leader in the 
Senate, the Speaker, the chairman of the 
Ways and Means Committee are strongly 
supporting this. And a lot of Republicans 
are. Some Republicans have reservations, 
some Democrats have reservations. 

So, what we want to do is to approach 
this—[inaudible|—in mind and get the job 
done. And I believe we can do it. I really 
am confident we can, but I don’t want to 
see this much horsepower gathered without 
asking you earnestly to do the very best you 
can on the Hill because that’s where the 
action is and that’s where the answer 
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should be finally decreed. But I think we’re 
going to win it. 

Ambassador Brock. So do I. 

Q. Mr. President, can Iraq be persuaded 
to accept the refugees—— 

The President. It doesn’t have anything to 
do with Fast Track. I want to talk about 
Fast Track today, and we'll have no more 
press conferences today because as I men- 
tioned to an earlier group we’ve had four in 
the last 3 days, and that’s unfair to the 
press. [Laughter] Maybe four in the last 4 
days—something like that. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:21 p.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. In 
his remarks, he referred to William E. 
Brock and Robert S. Strauss, former U.S. 
Trade Representatives; Dan Rostenkowski, 
chairman of the House Ways and Means 
Committee; George Jj. Mitchell, Senate 


Democratic leader; and Thomas S. Foley, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


Remarks at a Meeting of the American 
Business Conference 


April 9, 1991 


Thank you very, very much. And, Bob, 
thank you, sir, for that introduction and for 
letting this distinguished group use this 
meeting room today. It’s always a pleasure 
to be back here. Let me also salute the 
ABC’s leader, Jim Jones. What a job he’s 
doing. But I remember his effectiveness in 
the leadership role in the Congress, and I’m 
glad that those energies that he has are 
being used and shared by all of you. We 
have many distinguished visitors with us 
today, and I won’t single them out. I was 
told that Bill Seidman and Richard Breedon 
were here. But as I look around, unless 
they’re basking way back in anonymity 
somewhere, they may not have made it. 

But in any event, I’m delighted to see 
this group. Great to talk to the American 
Business Conference. We did a little home- 
work on this, and I’ve been here four times 
in recent years. And then, of course, we’re 
privileged to have two of your own with us 
in the administration, Bob Mosbacher and 
Arthur Levitt. And it’s an honor and a 
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pleasure to, as Bob says, talk to a group that 
stands for success—a group that admits only 
medium-sized companies that thrive in the 
marketplace. But I’ve got to tell you, I feel 
a little funny being here. After all, I’m the 
CEO now of an outfit that’s lost money for 
33 of the last 35 years. [Laughter] 

But in keeping with today’s theme— 
charting economic growth in the nineties— 
I'd like to talk about our administration’s 
plan for generating more American success 
stories like your own. Our recent success in 
the Gulf has renewed Americans’ belief in 
themselves. In just the past couple of 
months, consumer confidence has soared. 
And the stock market, of course, has been 
climbing toward that 3,000 mark. Most 
economists predict that the recession soon 
will give way to a new cycle of growth. 
And, incidentally, we agree with that assess- 
ment, inside. 

But we can’t rest on our laurels. There’s 
an entire world of competition out there. 
The administration’s economic growth 
package is designed to let people like you 
do what you do best—create jobs, create 
new opportunities, create wealth. 

Let’s start with an issue that we all have 
to address in the next month. And I think 
Bob just talked about it; Jim has been par- 
ticipating in a meeting with me in the Cabi- 
net Room at the White House about it—I’m 
talking about the issue of free and fair 
trade. As you know, I have asked Congress 
to extend the Fast Track trade authority. 

Fast Track, in my view, is another term 
for good faith. It guarantees that Congress 
will accept or reject the very same agree- 
ments that our negotiators and their coun- 
terparts have worked out. And this doesn’t 
weaken the Congress’ power to review 
agreements; it simply prevents 11th-hour 
changes that would force negotiators from 
all countries to start over—to start from 
scratch. 

Our trading partners consider Fast Track 
a vital test of our reliability. And if we do 
not retain the Fast Track process, we jeop- 
ardize three critical foreign trade _initia- 
tives: the Uruguay round of trade talks, the 
North American free trade agreement, and 
the Enterprise for the Americas Initiative. 

Americans understand the benefits of 
free trade. In the last 4 years, exports from 





the United States have increased 55 per- 
cent, more than twice the rate of import 
growth. And export business has grown 
more rapidly than the rest of our economy. 
This trade boom has helped everyone in- 
volved. A North American free trade agree- 
ment would place us in the largest integrat- 
ed market on Earth: 360 million people, $6 
trillion of annual output. It would also give 
our neighbors access to the technologies 
and products that they need to improve 
their standards of living, further clean their 
environments, and create a true community 
of nations on our continent. 

We also believe strongly in promoting 
trade. I have asked Bob Mosbacher to lead 
a governmentwide effort to help small- and 
medium-sized companies sell their goods 
and services abroad. I know you support 
free trade, which is why I want to help you 
in persuading Congress to extend the Fast 
Track process. Without it, we will surrender 
our chance to shape the emerging world 
economy. Without it, we risk setting off the 
kind of protectionist warfare that helped 
produce the Great Depression. And with it, 
American workers and businesses will be 
able to demonstrate their strength in a new 
and vibrant world market. 

Let me say that we are approaching this 
Fast Track process on the Hill in a totally 
nonpartisan manner. The Democratic lead- 
ers, several of the key Democratic leaders, 
are as enthusiastic about this Fast Track au- 
thority granting as I am. And we're ap- 
proaching it strictly because we believe that 
it is best for the United States of America. 
And I also know that it’s good for our trad- 
ing partners as well. 

This brings me, then, to a second part of 
our growth package: creating an educated, 
innovative work force. Our budget empha- 
sizes the importance of building an America 
that is ready to take its place in an emerg- 
ing world economy. It stresses the absolute 
necessity of an educated nation. We want to 
reinvent the American school, to create a 
nation of students, to make sure that educa- 
tion offers opportunity to everyone. 

Our education strategy starts with some 
very obvious truths: that schools succeed 
when teachers teach; when parents support 
the schools; when schools accept help from 
people with skills—local businesses, commu- 
nity colleges, that huge pool of untapped 


Administration of George Bush, 1991 / Apr. 9 


talent, our retirees; when communities fight 
harder to rip down barriers that prevent 
effective teaching—barriers such as crimes 
and drugs and community indifference. 

And we also want to encourage entrepre- 
neurship in education. We will support re- 
search into the best teaching methods and 
techniques. We want to help workers im- 
prove their knowledge and skills. Your Vital 
Link program offers a great way to achieve 
this goal. And we want to ensure that the 
American people are the best educated, 
best motivated in the entire world. 

Our economic proposals also sweep away 
obstacles to free enterprise. What we’re 
trying to do—we’re trying to unleash the 
power of American imagination. 

Your organization understands, I'd say 
better than most, that runaway government 
spending steals opportunity from private 
citizens. Last year’s budget agreement— 
controversial though it was—placed real 
and stringent caps on congressional spend- 
ing. If Congress wants to spend money now, 
more money on certain programs, it'll have 
to make the hard choices. It'll have to raise 
taxes or take the money from other pro- 
grams. 

This year, for the first time in years, Fed- 
eral spending will actually increase less rap- 
idly than the inflation. And I can promise 
you that if Congress sends me these spend- 
ing bills that break this budget, I will send 
them back, with a veto message. 

But there’s lots more to do. We in gov- 
ernment must do more. As vice president, I 
headed the Task Force on Regulatory 
Relief. And as President, I remain commit- 
ted to weeding out regulations that prevent 
people from creating jobs and opportuni- 
ties. I see some know what over-regulation 
means. [Laughter] But we’re going to con- 
tinue to do this, and we must. Last year 
regulations—here’s why—last year regula- 
tions cost the economy at least $185 billion, 
or $1,700 for every taxpayer. The Govern- 
ment generated more than 5.3 billion hours 
of paperwork last year. And that’s enough 
to keep 2 million people busy doing nothing 
but filling out forms. 

Our Council on Competitiveness, as 
chaired by Vice President Quayle, attacks 
the scourge of unnecessary regulation. We 
want to let people turn their attention to 
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the more important and rewarding work of 
building a prosperous future. We've fol- 
lowed the same approach in looking at our 
Tax Code. We want a tax system that re- 
wards enterprise. I have repeatedly asked 
the United States Congress to cut our high 
capital gains tax. And I can’t think of any 
issue that’s been more badly misrepresent- 
ed than this one. Our critics say that a cap- 
ital gains cut helps only the rich. And in my 
view, they are dead wrong. 

Here are the facts on it. More than a 
quarter of all families who file capital gains 
have annual incomes of less than $20,000 a 
year. More than three-quarters of all fami- 
lies who declared make less than Members 
of Congress. A capital gains cut isn’t a sop 
to the rich. It rewards people who turn 
good ideas into goods and services—goods 
and services that people need. 

When taxes on entrepreneurship are 
high, investors have no incentive to risk 
money on untried businesses and entrepre- 
neurs. Before Congress cut the capital gains 
rate in 1978, the pool for start-up businesses 
had virtually dried up. And after the cut, 
we experienced an investment boom. Be- 
tween 1978 and 1986, the number of initial 
public offerings increased nearly 1600 per- 
cent, from 45 to 719. The amount of invest- 
ment seed money increased nearly a hun- 
dredfold, from $250 million to $22.5 billion. 
Capital gains payments to the Federal Gov- 
ernment quadrupled. This is what happens 
when you reduce the cost of capital. 

We must encourage savings and discour- 
age debt. And for the past 4 years we’ve 
taxed capital gains like any other form of 
income. And at the same time, we have 
encouraged people to take on debt. Not sur- 
prisingly, people have borrowed more and 
invested less. Home equity lines of credit 
offer a perfect example. These devices, 
which let homeowners borrow against their 
increased home values, have nearly tripled 
in volume since tax reform. 

No other major industrial power taxes 
capital gains at nearly the rate we do. Ger- 
many and Japan enjoy much higher savings 
and investment rates in part because they 
don’t punish successful investment. 

My point is simple: Taxes on growth are 
taxes on the American dream. We should 
clear away obstacles to the American 
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dream. And similarly, we should foster inno- 
vation wherever we can. 

Our budget advocates increased Federal 
support for R&D, for research and develop- 
ment, in basic and applied science. It also 
encourages private-sector innovation by ex- 
tending the research and experimentation 
tax credit. Our administration understands 
the power of knowledge, and we want the 
Tax Code to reward people who turn their 
big dreams into revolutionary new goods 
and services. 

And finally, this administration believes 
in protecting workers’ earnings and savings. 
Our banking reform proposals—they try to 
modernize the laws that affect our banking 
system. Let’s face it: 1930’s regulations and 
restrictions don’t cut it in the 1990’s. 

To pick just one example, under our cur- 
rent laws, a California bank can open a 
branch in Birmingham, England, but not in 
Birmingham, Alabama. Think of the bank- 
ing system as an irrigation network for the 
economy. When it works properly, it nour- 
ishes the seeds of economic growth. And 
when it doesn’t, companies like the ones 
represented here can wither and die. Our 
reform package tries in a very comprehen- 
sive way to make our banking system more 
competitive, up to date, safe and sound. 

We also believe in protecting retirees 
from undue hardship. Eight years ago, Con- 
gress adopted measures to guarantee the 
short-term solvency and long-term stability 
of the Social Security system. Congress 
should resist any temptation to undermine 
that stability by permitting raids on the 
trust fund balances. We need to honor our 
promises to the workers and retirees. I 
know we've got a fight on this one. But I 
believe we’re going to prevail. 

I know I have covered a lot of ground, 
touching on a lot of different issues here, 
but I wanted to make a point. Our growth 
package addresses the challenges posed by 
a new, exciting, rapidly changing world. 
Our themes: We want to promote growth. 
We want to create jobs for all Americans. 
We want to unleash the power of American 
imagination. We want to ignite people’s am- 
bitions, rather than inciting their fears. 

Many people call the 20th century the 
American century. Well, we shouldn’t be 
content with that. The stunning collapse of 
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communism in 1989 was no accident. 
During the 1980’s, the Communist world 
learned that no wall, no barrier can fend off 
powerful ideas. It saw our prosperity and 
our vitality. It saw that our way is better. 
The prosperity of the 1980’s, which began 
with tax cuts and progrowth policies in the 
United States, transformed the entire world. 
Our challenge now is to shape the revolu- 
tion that we started to make the 21st centu- 
ry the next American Century. 

And so, I ask your help in that quest. 
Together, with business working coopera- 
tively with government, we cannot fail. 

Thank you all very much for coming to 
Washington. And may God bless our great 
country. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:07 p.m. in 
the Great Hall at the Department of Com- 
merce. In his remarks, he referred to Secre- 
tary of Commerce Robert A. Mosbacher; L. 
William Seidman, Chairman of the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation; Richard 
Breedon, Chairman of the Securities and 
Exchange Commission; and Arthur Levitt, 
nominated to be a member of the Defense 
Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
and former chairman of the American 
Stock Exchange. 


Remarks at the Presentation Ceremony 
for the National Teacher of the Year 
Award in Slanesville, West Virginia 


April 10, 1991 


The President. Well, please be seated. 
Kids, it’s great to be with you. And you 
ought to be very happy that I’m here be- 
cause you don’t have to be in school work- 
ing hard, you see. [Laughter] To all those 
who handled the arrangements for a com- 
plex visit like this, let me at the very begin- 
ning express my sincere thanks to you, and 
we promise to leave right on time so things 
can get back to normal in this beautiful part 
of our country. 

I want to thank Secretary Alexander for 
his remarks, for his kind words. Thank all of 
you for this West Virginia welcome. It’s 
good to see the Governor of this State here, 


a friend of education, Governor Caperton, 
who you met earlier. 

I’m told that a former Member of Con- 
gress, Harley Staggers, is here. I’m not fo- 
cusing too well from up here, but if he— 
they’re pointing out here. But anyway— 
way back over there. But Harley, nice to 
see you, sir—a man that served his State 
with great distinction. I want to single out 
Commissioner Benedict and Superintend- 
ent Marockie; John Quam, the director of 
the National Teacher of the Year Program; 
and of course, your own principal—and now 
that I feel a part of this school, our own 
principal—Gary Kidwell. 

Let me say that I’m especially pleased, on 
this whole broad national education front, 
to be side-by-side with Lamar Alexander—a 
former Governor, a man that is committed, 
a former head of a great university system, 
now our Secretary of Education—a man 
who has made it his mission, his sacred mis- 
sion, to join with the teachers of this school 
and others all across this country to make 
America’s schools second to none. And very 
soon, back in Washington, we are going to 
unveil our National Education Strategy. It’s 
a long-term strategy to make America all 
that it can be—to spark a nationwide move- 
ment that touches every school and every 
student in America. 

But today I want to focus on the fact that, 
in the end, everything we try to do in edu- 
cation comes down to teaching and learn- 
ing, to each teacher and each student in our 
classrooms. There’s no better way to make 
that point than to come here to honor 
someone Slanesville knows so well, the 1991 
National Teacher of the Year, Rae Ellen 
McKee. 

You know, the last time I went to a 
school, it was just a few miles away from 
the White House, and I had a third-grade 
kid, a boy ask me to prove that I was the 
President. [Laughter] I finally showed him 
my American Express card. [Laughter] And 
this time I came prepared, though. I 
brought the Secretary of Education so there 
can be no doubt. And then I flew down 
here on Marine One. And third, when 
we're done here, just to prove it, I’m going 
to take Mrs. McKee back up to the White 
House with me. 
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I heard a story about one of Mrs. McKee’s 
reading students—I don’t know if it’s true 
or not—about a boy who'd been watching 
me almost every day on television, back 
during the troubled days of the war in the 
Gulf, making speeches, making statements 
to the press. And the boy allegedly asked 
Mrs. McKee, “Are you really going to Wash- 
ington to meet the President?” And she 
said yes, she was. And he said, “He doesn’t 
need you. [Laughter] He can already read.” 
[Laughter] Well, that really says it all. 
[Laughter] 

But this is a proud day: for Rae Ellen’s 
parents; for her husband, John McKee; and 
their children, Zachary and Molly, a second- 
grader with whom I just met; and for all 
the children in this elementary school; and 
for every hard-working teacher in America 
who sees the future and shapes that future 
every single day that our children walk into 
the classrooms. 

Being here today reminds me a little of 
my own days in school, all the way back to 
1941. That was high school level for me. I 
remember my high school history teacher, 
Dr. Arthur Darling. He was demanding, he 
was disciplined, and I learned from him. I 
don’t know how much I remember the 
dates and times and places. I don’t know 
how much I remember of the history that 
he taught me. But I know I won't ever 
forget his example. Years from now, in ex- 
actly that same vein, many of the kids 
here—all of them, in my view—will remem- 
ber Mrs. McKee the same way. 

Our National Teacher of the Year grew 
up in Levels, just 10 miles from here. Rae 
Ellen McKee is West Virginia born and 
bred. It’s in her soul. She comes from a 
family of teachers—five generations, to be 
exact. And she’s still a student herself, 
working now on a second master’s degree 
in education at West Virginia University, 
proof that learning is a lifelong process. 

Rae Ellen McKee knows that teaching is 
more than giving tests and assigning grades. 
Teaching, she says, is the “impact of mind 
upon mind, and heart upon heart.” 

There are plenty of schools bigger than 
Slanesville’s, plenty of towns with more 
people. But in this small school, great things 
happen. Every day, these children, your 
children, take another wonderful step for- 
ward, toward their future. And that’s a tes- 
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tament to this teacher and to this school. 
And above all, it’s a testament to the 
strength of this community and its values. 
Our children learn from all of us, not just 
from the teachers. And what happens at 
home and in the neighborhood matters just 
as much as what takes place in the class- 
room. 

I know that many of the kids here today 
learned to read with Mrs. McKee’s help. 
And I’ve just spent a little time with some 
of you all in the classroom, asking questions 
and watching you learn. So, let me ask a 
question: How many of you have ever read 
a story or a book that’s been made into a 
movie? Quite a few. And then you watch 
the movie and you say to yourself, the book 
was better. When you read, the power of 
your imagination paints the picture in your 
mind, and there isn’t anything in the world 
stronger than the power of your imagina- 
tion. And that’s why reading is so impor- 
tant. It’s more than picking out the words 
on a page. Reading is one way we learn 
how to think. And when you open a book, 
you open your mind to a world of experi- 
ence. Right here in a classroom in West 
Virginia, the world comes to you. 

And let me say to all the kids here today: 
I hope you won’t mind that we’re going to 
borrow Mrs. McKee. For the next year, as 
Teacher of the Year, she’s going to travel 
across this great country of ours to share 
with all our schools the secrets of her suc- 
cess right here in Slanesville. We need to 
learn from her how we can teach all kids 
just as well as she’s taught you. 

And pretty soon, you'll be back in class. 
And I’m going to ask you to do something 
for me, today and every day: Work hard, 
ask questions, have fun, and learn. That’s 
what school is all about. 

And once again, I want to thank you for 
this warm welcome, for a chance to spend 
some time with you in the classroom, and 
for the opportunity to share this proud 
moment for Slanesville. 

And now I am honored to present this 
crystal apple—an apple for the teacher—to 
the 1991 Teacher of the Year, Rae Ellen 
McKee. 

Mrs. McKee. Mr. President, I thank you 
on behalf of the teachers of America. Your 
being here today is an honor that most of us 
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never dreamed we would have. And as im- 
portant as this day will always be to me and 
to my colleagues in the teaching ranks, I 
think it is even more special because you 
have once again demonstrated your com- 
mitment to the young people of America. 
And at this time, I thank you on their 
behalf. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:01 a.m. on 
the grounds of Slanesville Elementary 
School. In his remarks, he referred to Cleve 
Benedict, State agriculture commissioner, 
and Henry R. Marockie, State superintend- 
ent of schools. 


Appointment of C. Gregg Petersmeyer 
as Assistant to the President and 
Director of the Office of National 
Service 

April 10, 1991 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of C. Gregg Petersmeyer, of Col- 
orado, to be Assistant to the President and 
Director of the Office of National Service at 
the White House. 

Since January 1989 Mr. Petersmeyer has 
been Deputy Assistant to the President and 
Director of the Office of National Service. 
Prior to this Mr. Petersmeyer was a senior 
officer of the General Atlantic Energy 
Corp., a private oil and gas exploration 
company in Denver, CO. Before moving to 
Denver in 1982, Mr. Petersmeyer was with 
McKinsey & Co., Inc., in New York and has 
also been a member of the Hudson Insti- 
tute. From 1972 to 1974 Mr. Petersmeyer 
served as a staff assistant in the White 
House. Mr. Petersmeyer is chairman of the 
Fitzie Foundation, a nonprofit public foun- 
dation that annually recognizes and rewards 
outstanding girls and young women from 
four schools in the Boston area. 

Mr. Petersmeyer received a bachelor of 
arts degree with honors from Harvard Col- 
lege, a master of literature degree from 
Oxford University, and a master of business 
administration degree from Harvard Busi- 
ness School. Mr. Petersmeyer resides in Be- 
thesda, MD, with his three children. 


Remarks at the Swearing-In Ceremony 
for Patricia F. Saiki as Administrator of 
the Small Business Administration 


April 10, 1991 


The President. Good afternoon, Secretary 
Martin and distinguished friends from the 
United States Congress. And of course, a 
special welcome to the members of Pat’s 
family with whom I just met. And it’s a 
pleasure to have you all here for this very 
special occasion. And it’s also a pleasure— 
the business at hand—to welcome a good 
friend on board as this nation’s new Admin- 
istrator of the Small Business Administra- 
tion. 

Pat Saiki will be bringing her own spirit 
of aloha to this job. And for those who don’t 
know what I mean, just watch. Watch how 
she does over there. You talk about enthusi- 
asm and ability, you’re going to see it all, all 
at once. 

I’m pleased that she’s going to be heading 
up the SBA because small business is so vi- 
tally important. Small business—the heart of 
our country’s economy. In the 1980's, small 
business produced two out of every three 
new jobs. But more importantly, they’re the 
heart of the American dream. The SBA was 
founded to encourage that spirit and that 
belief in our ability to make our dreams 
come true. 

Owners of small businesses show the rest 
of America the way. And they’ve seized 
control of their own lives, made their own 
choices, made their own decisions. And 
over 20 million men and women across the 
U.S. today are running their own small busi- 
nesses—20 million pieces of the American 
dream. Pat Saiki’s going to be their advo- 
cate, their tough, smart advocate. 

I know her, and I know she'll throw her 
whole energy and dedication into this chal- 
lenge because Pat will be responsible for 
more than administration and policy devel- 
opment. She’s going to have the chance to 
help people shape their own futures. She'll 
do this by expanding SBA’s role in provid- 
ing start-up guidance; by concentrating on 
business opportunities for minorities, 
women, and veterans; by focusing on out- 
reach. 

Pat will be a dynamic champion of small 
business. She’s got the strong background 
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for it. She’s been a board member of a big 
company—Hawaiian Airlines, of AMFAC, 
one of Hawaii’s largest companies with ex- 
tensive small business interconnections. 
And she received the Congressional Guardi- 
an of Small Business Award. 

In public service, Pat’s proven herself as 
an effective administrator of can-do opti- 
mism. This former teacher and assistant Re- 
publican leader in her State legislature 
became the first Republican elected to the 
House from Hawaii. And now she'll bring to 
the SBA stellar House committee experi- 
ence ranging from banking and finance to 
consumer interests. 

During her two terms in the Congress, I 
admired her bipartisan approach to getting 
the job done, watched her build consensus. 
She’s smart, and she’s direct, and she moves 
government forward. 

Pat’s also a fiscal conservative. As a 
matter of fact, her efforts against waste in 
government made hex a two-time winner of 
the Golden Bulldog Award. I like that 
image. [Laughter] It kind of captures her 
personality—but nevertheless, tenacious— 
[laughter|—dedicated. I mean, tenacious, 
dedicated—{/aughter|—protective, honest. 

But Pat comes from a land that showed 
the world how men and women of varied 
backgrounds can tie their destinies together 
in common cause. And I know she’s going 
to help show all of us how we can work 
together, can use our exuberant diversity to 
make this nation the best place it possibly 
can be. 

Aloha, Pat. Welcome and congratulations. 
And now on with the formal part of the 
service here. All right. 


[At this point, Administrator Saiki was 
sworn in. | 


The Administrator. Thank you very 
much. Mr. President, Justice O’Connor, 
Governor Sununu, my congressional col- 
leagues, all of my friends, my family, aloha. 

I have been very fortunate to have faced 
many challenges in my lifetime. But by far 
this opportunity to serve my President and 
my nation is the greatest challenge of them 
all. And I thank you, Mr. President, for the 
privilege. 

The small business community, made up 
of aspiring entrepreneurs, risk-takers with 
the same pioneer spirit which made our 
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nation great, deserve encouragement and 
recognition as we move into the 20th cen- 
tury. 

Your encouraging remarks, Mr. President, 
I know will be appreciated by all those men 
and women who truly believe that ours is 
still the nation of opportunity. I shall do my 
best to deserve your trust and faith and 
earn the confidence of those I shall serve. 

I want to especially thank my dear hus- 
band, Stanley; my mother; my father; all of 
my children—my entire family—for sticking 
by me all these years. And there have been 
ups, and there have been downs, but I 
know they will be with me again as we 
embark on this new and exciting journey. 

Mr. President, I thank you very much for 
making this all possible. 

The President. Thank you all very much 
for coming. And again to the family, our 
respects; I’m delighted. And I didn’t pay 
my respects to Justice O’Connor—which is 
an oversight of enormous proportions— 
[laughter|—but I know Pat and I are both 
just honored that she would be here for this 
special occasion. Thank you, Sandra. 

All rise, thank you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:17 p.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. 
The Administrator referred to Sandra Day 
O'Connor, Associate Justice of the Supreme 
Court, and John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff 
to the President. 


Statement on Signing the Operation 
Desert Shield/ Desert Storm 
Supplemental Appropriations Act, 1991 


April 10, 1991 


Today I have signed H.R. 1282, the “Op- 
eration Desert Shield/Desert Storm Supple- 
mental Appropriations Act, 1991.” 

I am pleased that the Congress has acted 
quickly to provide funds to pay the costs of 
Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm. In 
providing this funding, H.R. 1282 recog- 
nizes the significant commitment of our co- 
alition partners to help in defraying the 
costs associated with the crisis in the Middle 
Fast. 
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I am concerned, however, about certain 
provisions of this Act that constitute exces- 
sive micromanagement of security assist- 
ance, defense, and foreign policy. These 
provisions could hinder our ability to work 
with Desert Storm allies and friends in sev- 
eral ways and make our efforts to establish 
security and stability in the postwar Middle 
East even more difficult. 

Section 107(f) requires that the President 
notify the Congress of the proposed storage 
of certain equipment, supplies, or material 
in a prepositioned status for use by the U.S. 
Armed Forces. I will interpret this provi- 
sion in a manner consistent with my consti- 
tutional authority as Commander in Chief. 
In addition, section 107(g) requires that a 
report be provided to certain congressional 
committees on “all enemy equipment fall- 
ing under the control . . . of allied forces 
within the Desert Storm theater of oper- 
ations.” To the extent that providing such a 
report requires the acquisition of informa- 
tion from another country, I will interpret 
this provision in a manner consistent with 
my constitutional authority to conduct our 
Nation’s foreign affairs. 

Section 108 requires a report to the Con- 
gress on “any arrangement for a United 
States military presence that has been made 
or is expected to be made to the govern- 
ment of any country in the Middle East.” I 
will also interpret this provision consistent 
with my constitutional authority regarding 
the conduct of foreign affairs. 

Section 109 prohibits the use of funds— 
provided by this Act or any other legisla- 
tion—for military sales and financing pro- 
grams with any country that has not ful- 
filled its commitment to contribute re- 
sources to defray the costs of Operation 
Desert Storm. I will interpret section 109 as 
prohibiting such transactions if the coun- 
tries concerned have not fulfilled any spe- 
cific commitments made to the United 
States in a reasonable time and manner. 


George Bush 
The White House, 
April 10, 1991. 


Note: H.R. 1282, approved April 10, was 
assigned Public Law No. 102-28. 


Nomination of John E. Bennett To Be 
United States Ambassador to Equatorial 
Guinea 


April 10, 1991 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate John E. Bennett, of Wash- 
ington, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Equatorial 
Guinea. He would succeed Chester E. 
Norris, Jr. 

Since 1987 Mr. Bennett has served as 
consul general at the U.S. consulate in Mon- 
terrey, Mexico. Prior to this Mr. Bennett 
studied at the National Defense University, 
1986-1987. In addition, he has served as 
Deputy Chief of Mission at the U.S. Embas- 
sy in Kampala, Uganda, 1983-1986; consul 
general at the U.S. Embassy in Lagos, Nige- 
ria, 1979-1983; and consular officer at the 
U.S. consulate in Guadalajara, Mexico, 
1978-1979. Mr. Bennett served as a politi- 
cal analyst at the Department of State, 
1976-1977; a consular officer at the US. 
consulate in Bremen, Germany, 1973-1976; 
and a consular officer at the U.S. Embassy 
in Madrid, Spain, 1972-1973. He joined the 
Foreign Service in 1971. 

Mr. Bennett graduated from Harvard 
University (B.A., 1970). Mr. Bennett was 
born June 4, 1941, in Atlan, British Colum- 
bia, Canada. He served in the U.S. Army, 
1965-1969. Mr. Bennett is married, has two 
children, and resides in Belfair, WA. 


Remarks and an Exchange With 
Reporters Prior to Discussions With 
President Jacques Delors of the 
European Community Commission and 
President Jacques Santer of the 
European Council of Ministers 


April 11, 1991 


President Bush. You're not going to need 
these because this is a photo opportunity. 
[Laughter] 

Q. Mr. President, do you support a safe 
haven for the Kurdish refugees? 

Q. Haven’t you, in effect, sir, created an 
enclave there by telling Iraq you will shoot 
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down any planes that threaten the refu- 
gees? 

President Bush. Photo opportunity. 

I think our distinguished guests are going 
to have a press conference later on. I'l! 
have a little something to say on this subject 
in a bit, too. But the main thing we want to 
do is welcome these European leaders here. 
The United States values its relationship 
with the EC—and of course, on a bilateral 
basis we have a wonderful relationship with 
Prime Minister Santer and his country, and 
the same for Jacques Delors when he’s 
wearing a French hat, which is very seldom 
these days. We’ve got a great, cooperative 
relationship with the EC and with individ- 
ual countries in Europe, and that’s what this 
meeting is about, to put the emphasis on 
the EC. 


Iraqi Refugees 

Q. Well, you are going to discuss the 
Kurdish refugees? 

President Bush. Absolutely. We'll be dis- 
cussing that and a wide array of other ques- 


tions. And I’m very pleased with the enor- 
mous cooperative refugee program now un- 


derway. It is tremendous. The suffering 
there is enormous. And the United States is 
in lockstep with Europe in terms of our 


approach to helping these unfortunate 
people that are being victimized by this 
brutal dictator in Baghdad. 


Note: President Bush spoke at 11:05 a.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. Presi- 
dent Santer is Prime Minister of Luxem- 
bourg. A tape was not available for verifi- 
cation of the content of these remarks. 


Remarks Following Discussions With 
President Jacques Delors of the 
European Economic Community and 
President Jacques Santer of the 
European Council of Ministers 

April 11, 1991 


President Bush. | was delighted to have 
the opportunity to meet with two friends, 
the EC Council President Jacques Santer 
and Commission President Jacques Delors. 
We gather at a time of extraordinary chal- 
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lenge and opportunity throughout the 
world. Our victory in the Gulf—collective 
victory in the Gulf—has proven that inter- 
national cooperation can defeat aggression 
and lay the groundwork for new interna- 
tional cooperation. 

As part of our mutual efforts to deepen 
U.S.-EC cooperation, we discussed a wide 
range of issues today. We talked about the 
situations in the Middle East, in Europe— 
East and West—and in the Soviet Union. 

I’m happy to report that we see eye to 
eye on these issues and that the EC is pre- 
pared to take on growing responsibilities. 
For example, we’re going to work together 
to support reform in Eastern Europe. They 
are vitally interested in that, have been 
doing a lot in that regard. We agreed to 
continue to encourage the people of Yugo- 
slavia to work out their differences peace- 
fully and through democratic dialog. 

Presidents Santer and Delors and I re- 
viewed the situation in the Soviet Union. 
We agreed to encourage constructive Soviet 
involvement in world affairs and to support 
constructive domestic reform within the 
U.S.S.R. 

We also discussed, obviously, the Middle 
East. This administration values the excel- 
lent support we received from our Europe- 
an friends and allies in the Gulf crisis, and 
we continue to work with them on what we 
must do to help create a stable environ- 
ment to promote peace and prosperity in 
that region. 

Presidents Santer and Delors and I also 
reviewed the massive and urgent U.S. and 
European relief effort currently underway 
for the Iraqi refugees and displaced persons 
in Turkey, northern Iraq, and Iran. To ease 
the human suffering caused by Saddam’s 
brutality and repression of his own people, 
the United States and the European Com- 
munity are working to get urgently critical 
supplies of food and shelter and medicine to 
the refugees as quickly as possible. A 
number of European nations are cooperat- 
ing with the United States in airlifting these 
supplies to Turkey and to concentrations of 
refugees in the largest relief effort mounted 
in modern military history. 

We had a broad and useful discussion of 
our views of Europe after the Paris CSCE 
summit. Of particular interest to us are the 
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EC’s plans for greater political and econom- 
ic union. And I reiterated our support for 
European integration and our shared inter- 
est in the development of a European secu- 
rity in the transatlantic alliance. We reaf- 
firmed our mutual commitment to continu- 
ing transatlantic cooperation on issues in- 
volving our mutual security, foreign policy, 
on our economic interests. 

And we also talked about our hopes for 
renewed progress on the Uruguay round. In 
a world increasingly defined and bound by 
economic interests, we all have an interest 
in free and fair trade. An open trading 
regime would permit each of us to build on 
our strengths and take advantage of the 
others’ strengths. I reiterated my desire to 
gain renewal of Fast Track trade authority. 
And we all agreed to work for rapid 
progress on the Uruguay round. 

From the standpoint of the United States 
of America, this has been a very construc- 
tive visit. And I might say parenthetically, 
and I hope the two Presidents here agree, 
that the relationship between the EC and 
the United States is strong and good. 

Mr. President, welcome. All yours, sir. 

President Santer. Ladies and gentlemen, 


first of all, 1 want to express my gratitude to 
President Bush for inviting the President of 


the European Commission, Mr. Jacques 
Delors, and myself, in my capacity as Presi- 
dent of the European Council, to the White 
House for a mutual exchange of ideas. 

It is the very first time that the President 
of the United States receives both the Presi- 
dent of the European Council and the 
President of the European Commission in 
the new context created by the Transatlan- 
tic Declaration of November 1990. 

The talks we had together have been 
very fertile for both sides and they have 
taken place in an excellent atmosphere. I 
would particularly like to point out that 
both sides have submitted their concerns 
with considerable fairness and that all items 
raised have been discussed with utmost 
frankness. 

In my capacity as acting President of the 
European Council, I am particularly pleased 
with the fact that the United States of 
America and the European Community 
have many points of convergence, especial- 
ly in the regard of the reorganization of 
Europe after the political upheavals in the 


countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 
This can only have positive repercussions 
on the restructuring of the European Conti- 
nent. 

It is evident that the date of this visit is 
opportune, favorable, and well-chosen. The 
Gulf war, which the United States of Amer- 
ica and their partners in Europe have won 
in a perfect solidarity, is over now. At 
present, we are facing new challenges 
which are direct and immediate conse- 
quences of this conflict. First, the dramatic 
situation of the Kurd refugees in Turkey 
and Iraq. And second, the launching of the 
peace process in the Near and Middle East, 
a process that should bring durable and de- 
finitive peace in the whole region. 

I’m fully convinced that through these 
talks, we have laid the foundation of an 
intensification of dialogs between the 
United States of America and the European 
Community and, hence also, of a closer co- 
operation including security. 

Thank you very much. 

President Bush. Thank you, Mr. Presi- 
dent. Good to see you all. 


Note: President Bush spoke at 1:29 p.m. at 
the South Portico of the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq. 


Exchange With Reporters on Aid to 
Iraqi Refugees 


April 11, 1991 


Q. Mr. President, do you agree with 
Prime Minister Major on the enclaves? 

The President. Yes, total agreement. 

Q. Iraq said you don’t need to mark en- 
claves. 

Q. What kind of enclaves? 

The President. We're going to do what 
we need for humanitarian relief. And there 
is no difference between the United King- 
dom and the United States, and there’s no 
difference between the EC and the United 
States, and there’s no difference between 
the United Nations Secretary-General and 
the United States on this question. So, I 
hope that you will understand that. There is 
no difference on this. 
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Q. What kind of enclave, sir? 

The President. We're looking forward to 
give relief to these people where they are. 
We're going to continue to do that. And I 
do not expect any interference from the 
man in Baghdad, and he knows better than 
to interfere. 

Q. Is the enclave a legal entity? 

Q. Mr. President—— 

The President. Charles [Charles Bier- 
bauer, Cable News Network], you’re off on 
the wrong track. If you’d listen to what I 
said you’d be right about this. There is no 
difference between these people. And it 
takes the United Nations’ action to do some 
formalization; that’s not what we’re doing. 
We're going to help these refugees, and 
please don’t try to make a difference where 
there isn’t any. If you don’t believe me, do 
what I did yesterday: Talk to John Major, 
and you will see there are no differences. 
The United States is taking the leadership 
role on bringing refugees support, and 
we're going to continue to do it. And we’re 
doing a magnificent job in conjunction with 
these allies. 

And P.S., I am not going to involve any 
American troops in a civil war in Iraq. They 
are not going to be going in there to do 
what some of my severest critics early on 
now seem to want me to do. I want these 
kids to come home. And that’s what’s going 
to happen. And we are going to do what is 
right by these refugees, and I think the 
American people expect that, and they 
want that. But I don’t think they want to 
see us bogged down in a civil war by send- 
ing in the 82d Airborne or the 101st or the 
7th Cavalry. And so, I want to get that 
matter cleared up. 


But we are together today with our Euro- 
pean allies, just as we have been all during 
this magnificent operation over there. 


Note: The exchange began at 1:36 p.m. at 
the South Portico of the White House. Presi- 
dent Bush referred to Prime Minister John 
Major of the United Kingdom, Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar de la 
Guerra of the United Nations, and Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein of Iraq. 
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Nomination of Preston Moore To Be 
Chief Financial Officer of the 
Department of Commerce 

April 11, 1991 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Preston Moore, of Texas, 
to be Chief Financial Officer of the Depart- 
ment of Commerce in Washington, DC. 
This is a new position. 

Since 1984 Mr. Moore has served as presi- 
dent of Wilson Industries, Inc., in Houston, 
TX. Prior to this, Mr. Moore served with 
Wilson Business Products, Systems & Serv- 
ices, Inc., in Houston, TX, in several capac- 
ities: chairman and chief executive officer, 
1983-1984; president and chief operating 
officer, 1976-1982; and vice president and 
director, 1961-1976. From 1975 to 1979, 
Mr. Moore served as president and chief 
executive officer of the Graham Realty Co., 
in Houston, TX. 

Mr. Moore graduated from the University 
of Texas (B.A., 1954). He was born August 
7, 1931, in Houston, TX. Mr. Moore served 
in the U.S. Air Force, 1954-1956. Mr. 
Moore is married, has two children, and re- 
sides in Houston, TX. 


Remarks on Signing the Points of Light 
National Celebration of Community 
Service Proclamation in Glenarden, 
Maryland 


April 12, 1991 


Thank you, Van—Mr. Standifer. And may 
I salute the sponsors and the parents and 
the city and county officials that are with us 
today. Single out the players, some of whom 
I just met with. And also say to the mayor, 
Marvin Wilson, and to the county executive, 
Mr. Glendening—Paris Glendening—that 
I’m just delighted to be here. And I saw 
earlier Marty Madden and John Morgan, 
the State delegates, and we’re glad to have 
been greeted by them. All of us should 
thank the business leaders in the front row 
and other sponsors who made this day possi- 
ble. 

And I’m glad to be here—I really mean 
that. You know, when I told Barbara that 
I'd be visiting a great institution, dedicated 
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to keeping guys off the street and out of 
trouble—she said, “George, you spoke to 
Congress last month.” [Laughter] 

And then I told her, “No, as Commander 
in Chief I want to see firsthand some real 
American air power: dazzling nighttime 
shooting, skilled tactical wizardry, and the 
courageous airborne maneuvers Americans 
have become world-famous for.” And she 
said, “Oh, you mean Midnight Basketball.” 
[Laughter] And here we are. 

You know, America—we do have a lot to 
celebrate these days. And people all over 
the country are finding a new sense of con- 
fidence in our young men and women. And 
you can see it in the faces, obviously, of 
every single soldier and sailor, every 
airman, and marine that served America 
and the world so well, now coming home 
from the Persian Gulf. But you, also, see it 
here today. And I’m proud to tell you that 
I’ve never had more confidence in the 
future than after coming here and to other 
Points of Light. This instance, our 124th 
daily Point of Light—to see this Midnight 
Basketball myself. I do feel confident in the 
young people of this country and in those 
who are helping them. 

And this country is finally catching on to 
the fact that whenever drugs are involved, 
everybody loses. But here, everybody wins. 
And some may get better at basketball, but 
everyone gets a better shot at life—every 
participant. 

And the volunteers who make this pro- 
gram work—bring in speakers, and they set 
up tutorials and workshops. And with local 
technical schools, they’re helping these 
young men learn skills to live by. The focus 
here is not on problems; it’s on promise and 
potential. 

And you know, when Van Standifer vis- 
ited the White House a few months ago, he 
said, “The last thing in the world that Mid- 
night Basketball is about is basketball.” He 
said it was about providing opportunities for 
young adults to escape drugs and get on 
with their lives. And he’s right. Midnight 
Basketball has become a real community 
institution. And people come to play and to 
watch and to cheer and to find new hope 
and to shape their lives. Streets once lit- 
tered with drugs and plagued by violence 
have become peaceful and passable. Not 
surprisingly, the crime rate has dropped by 


60 percent since this program began. And 
so, Van, in my view, you are doing the kind 
of creative thinking that we need to en- 
courage everywhere in this country. 

And that’s why, today, we’re launching a 
National Celebration of Community Serv- 
ice, a tribute to the spirit of service in 
America, 2 weeks to salute the year-round 
efforts of everyone from kids to seniors now 
working to find solutions for every kind of 
challenge, everywhere in the United States 
of America. 

Every American involved in service is 
reaffirming this nation as a community of 
conscience. A decent land—proud, but not 
boastful—with a national will reaffirmed 
and redirected, an America that has redis- 
covered the can-do attitude. 

So, Midnight Basketball by itself may not 
transform America. But imagine what 
would happen—just think what would 
happen if all Americans made service to 
others a central part of their lives. 

I believe the day will come when Ameri- 
cans who are not committed to community 
service will wake up, will realize how much 
they’re missing. They’ll experience the ful- 
fillment that comes from serving others, 
and we'll begin to fill in gaps no govern- 
ment could ever fill in alone. People won’t 
be able to look the other way or walk away 
ever again. 

Right now, everyday heroes you’ve never 
heard of are wrestling with the tough, gritty 
problems that many Americans try to avoid 
but which we as Americans simply cannot 
ignore. One by one, step by step, day by 
day, they’re changing lives, and they’re en- 
joying themselves. 

Somebody told me that in Midnight Bas- 
ketball, the only defense allowed is man-to- 
man. And that’s important, because our 
only defense against despair, drugs, hope- 
lessness has to happen one-to-one. You 
don’t have to try to change the world, just 
help one person. Teach one person to read, 
feed one hungry child, hold one lonely 
hand. That’s all it takes. 

Too many look at life and wonder, well, 
what’s the point. But Points of Light never 
have to ask what’s the point of life. They 
know. It’s something bigger than them- 
selves. And they know that the power of 
one hopeful person can outshine a million 
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indifferent stares and give life to a million 
different dreams. They know that caring in- 
dividuals can light up every corner of the 
land. 

So, I wanted to come over here today 
simply to say thanks to Mr. Standifer, to 
county and city officials, to the players, to 
the coaches, to the sponsors. And every- 
body understands what we’re talking about 
when we talk about one American helping 
another. 

I want to thank you all for what you’re 
doing. May God bless our great country. 
And now, with great pleasure, I will sign 
this proclamation. Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:20 p.m. in 
the gymnasium of the Glenarden Commu- 
nity Center. In his opening remarks, he re- 
ferred to Van Standifer, founder of the 
Midnight Basketball League, and Paris 
Glendening, Prince George’s county execu- 
tive. 


Proclamation 6268—Cancer Control 
Month, 1991 


April 12, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


During Cancer Control Month we pause 
to celebrate the progress that has been 
made in the fight against this disease. Since 
all Americans can better protect themselves 
from the threat of cancer, this observance 
includes concerted public awareness cam- 
paigns designed to disseminate lifesaving in- 
formation about the prevention, early de- 
tection, and treatment of cancer. 

This year we mark the 20th anniversary 
of the National Cancer Act, which rallied 
the entire Nation behind efforts to focus 
increased attention on this disease. Every 
year since 1971, more and more Americans 
have survived the crucial first 5 years fol- 
lowing a cancer diagnosis without recur- 
rence. Thanks to improved early detection 
and more effective treatments, most of 
these patients are considered cured. Today 
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half of all cancer patients can look forward 
to reaching this milestone. 

However, we know that these statistics 
would reflect even greater improvement if 
more cancers were found in their early, 
highly treatable stages. Currently, two- 
thirds of patients with melanoma and with 
cancers of the breast, mouth, colon, cervix, 
and prostate reach the 5-year, disease-free 
mark. The reason is simple: these cancers 
can usually be found by regular, periodic 
physical examinations and by appropriate 
cancer screening tests. Although people can 
and should examine themselves for the 
early signs of many types of cancer, a physi- 
cian’s judgment—often based on the use of 
sophisticated testing equipment—is also re- 
quired. 

Although improved early detection and 
treatment is cause for hope, prevention is 
still the most effective way to control 
cancer. Research conducted and funded by 
the National Cancer Institute has been re- 
fining our understanding of cancer and 
giving us new strategies for preventing the 
disease. 

Through simple behavioral and dietary 
changes, every American can reduce his or 
her risk of developing cancer. Smoking ac- 
counts for about 30 percent of all cancer 
deaths, and a disproportionate number of 
these are among members of minority 
groups. By “breaking the habit,” smokers 
can significantly reduce their risk of devel- 
oping cancer. 

Diet is another area in which individuals 
can take control of their health. Studies of 
the relationship between diet and cancer 
make it clear that a diet high in fiber and 
low in fat protects against certain kinds of 
cancer. The American Cancer Society’s 
Great American Food Fight Against Cancer 
is a concerted effort to bring related diet 
and food preparation information to every 
American. 

Employers and insurers can also contrib- 
ute to cancer prevention efforts by offering 
incentives for smoking cessation, exercise, 
and weight loss and by providing health 
education and cancer screening programs 
in the workplace. 

Two decades of intensified research have 
borne fruit in every aspect of our national 
effort to reduce the toll cancer takes on our 
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society. This month, all Americans are 
urged to learn more about recent strides in 
the fight against cancer and to take advan- 
tage of them. At the same time, every 
American is encouraged to see a doctor and 
dentist regularly. 

In 1938, the Congress passed a joint reso- 
lution (52 Stat. 148, 36 U.S.C. 150) request- 
ing the President to issue an annual procla- 
mation declaring April to be Cancer Con- 
trol Month. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the month of April 1991 as 
Cancer Control Month. I invite the Gover- 
nors of the fifty States and the Common- 
wealth of Puerto Rico, and the appropriate 
officials of all other areas under the Ameri- 
can flag, to issue similar proclamations. I 
also ask health care professionals, insurance 
companies, the communications and food 
industries, community groups, and individ- 
ual citizens to join in continuing the 
progress made in fighting cancer. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twelfth day of April, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 1:51 p.m., April 12, 1991] 


Proclamation 6269—Points of Light 
National Celebration of Community 
Service 1991 


April 12, 1991 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Marked by a sense of hope and renewal, 
Spring is a fitting time to honor the millions 
of Americans who engage in voluntary serv- 
ice to others. Across the United States, 
people of every age, race, and walk of life 
are taking direct and consequential action 
to help solve serious social problems such as 
drug abuse, illiteracy, and homelessness. 


These Americans are planting the seeds of 
positive change in their communities and 
sowing a rich crop for the future. 

Voluntary service in America takes a vari- 
ety of forms. Countless Americans give of 
their time individually. In addition, millions 
of Americans now volunteer through inno- 
vative corporate programs and_ special 
school-based projects. And there are those 
generous individuals who work on behalf of 
major nonprofit organizations and local 
charities. During this National Celebration 
of Community Service, we salute all of 
these caring citizens. 

This nationwide observance underscores 
the fact that everyone has a gift to give— 
that every act of kindness counts. For exam- 
ple, in Polk, Nebraska, a group of third 
grade students telephones homebound 
senior citizens each day, offering a bright 
source of companionship and cheer. The 
founders of the “Midnight Basketball” pro- 
gram in Hyattsville, Maryland, contribute to 
the struggle against crime and delinquency 
by offering late-night sports activities and 
tutorial sessions for disadvantaged young- 
sters. Through the “Let’s Help” program in 
Topeka, Kansas, volunteers provide needy 
families with literacy training, job counsel- 
ing, and advice on parenting, as well as 
food and financial support. All of these vol- 
unteers and others, the brilliant “Points of 
Light” that reflect our national conscience 
and illuminate our country’s social land- 
scape, are making a profound difference. 

Every American has something to con- 
tribute, and none should be content until 
we have found a way to serve. To be of 
service is not only to meet someone else’s 
needs, it is not only to fulfill one of our 
primary responsibilities as citizens and 
neighbors—it is to find the joy and meaning 
in life that come only from selflessness and 
giving. 

Today more and more Americans have 
come to see that any definition of a success- 
ful life must include serving others. So 
many of our citizens are beginning to rec- 
ognize the talents, resources, and interests 
they have to share. Let us salute all those 
Americans who carry on the time-honored 
tradition of voluntary service, and let us 
strengthen our own commitment to enrich- 


425 





Apr. 12 / Administration of George Bush, 1991 


ing the lives of others—and our own— 
through service. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, 
do hereby proclaim the period of April 15 
through April 26, 1991, as Points of Light 
National Celebration of Community Serv- 
ice. This special tribute to the spirit of serv- 
ice in America and to the millions of Ameri- 
cans who embody that spirit encompasses 
traditional National Volunteer Week events 
and numerous other activities in which all 
Americans—young and old alike—are en- 
couraged to engage. I ask all Americans to 
join in saluting and thanking our Nation’s 
volunteers, as well as the organizations— 
religious, governmental, business, and pri- 
vate nonprofit—that support and _ partici- 
pate in community service. I also encourage 
every American to observe this week with 
appropriate events and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this 12 day of April, in the year of 
our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-one, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and 
fifteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Reg- 
ister, 12:01 p.m., April 15, 1991] 


Nomination of Charles R. Bowers To 
Be United States Ambassador to Bolivia 
April 12, 1991 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Charles R. Bowers, of Cali- 
fornia, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Bolivia. He 
would succeed Robert S. Gelbard. 

Since 1989 Mr. Bowers has served as an 
Executive Assistant to the Under Secretary 
for Management at the Department of 
State. Mr. Bowers has served at the Depart- 
ment of State in several capacities, includ- 
ing: special adviser and senior staff officer, 
1988-1989; Executive Director for the 
Bureau of European Affairs, 1980-1983; 
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Deputy Executive Director at the Bureau of 
European Affairs, 1978-1980; personnel of- 
ficer, 1974-1975; and special assistant to As- 
sistant Secretary for Educational and Cul- 
tural Affairs, 1973-1974. Mr. Bowers has 
also served in many U.S. Embassies, includ- 
ing: administrative counselor in Bonn, Ger- 
many, 1983-1988; administrative counselor 
in Singapore, 1976-1978; general services 
officer in Warsaw, Poland, 1970-1972; and a 
junior officer in Panama, 1967-1969. Mr. 
Bowers joined the Foreign Service in 1967. 

Mr. Bowers graduated from the Universi- 
ty of California at Berkeley (B.A., 1966; and 
M.A., 1967). He was born May 26, 1940, in 
Carthage, MO. Mr. Bowers served in the 
U.S. Army, 1961-1964. Mr. Bowers is mar- 
ried, has two children, and resides in Ar- 
lington, VA. 


Appointment of Stephen T. Hart as 
Deputy Assistant to the President and 
Director of the Office of Legislative 
Affairs 


April 12, 1991 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Stephen T. Hart, of Virginia, 
to be Deputy Assistant to the President and 
Director of the Office of Legislative Affairs 
at the White House. He would succeed 
Robert J. Portman, who is returning to Cin- 
cinnati, OH, to rejoin the law firm of Gray- 
don, Head & Ritchey. 

Since 1989 Mr. Hart has served as Special 
Assistant to the President and Deputy Press 
Secretary at the White House. Mr. Hart 
served with the White House in several ca- 
pacities including: Assistant to the Vice 
President for Press Relations, 1987-1989; 
Special Assistant to the Vice President and 
Assistant Press Secretary for Foreign Affairs, 
1985-1987; Director of Press Advance in 
the Office of Presidential Advance, 1984- 
1985; and staff assistant to the President for 
Presidential Advance, 1983-1984. In 1983 
Mr. Hart served as special assistant to the 
deputy director for press for the 1983 
summit of industrialized nations in Wil- 
liamsburg, VA. He has also served as a tech- 
nical assistant for NBC News, 1981; and as- 
sistant director for entertainment schedul- 





ing at the Presidential inaugural committee 
1981 in Washington, DC. 

Mr. Hart graduated from George Wash- 
ington University (B.A., 1982). He was born 
September 22, 1957, in Pasadena, CA. Mr. 
Hart resides in Arlington, VA. 


Appointment of James W. Dyer as 
Deputy Assistant to the President for 
Legislative Affairs for the Senate 


April 12, 1991 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint James W. Dyer as Deputy 
Assistant to the President for Legislative Af- 
fairs for the Senate at the White House. 

Mr. Dyer has served in various govern- 
ment positions dealing with legislation. 
Most recently, he. served as director of 
Washington relations for the Philip Morris 
Companies, Inc. He served in the Reagan 
administration as Deputy Assistant to the 
President for Legislative Affairs, May 1987 
to January 1989. Previously he served as 
acting Assistant Secretary of State for Legis- 
lative and Intergovernmental Affairs. He 
has served as the Legislative Director then 
Administration Assistant to Representative 
Joseph M. McDade (R. PA), February 1975 
to February 1981. 

Mr. Dyer graduated from the University 
of Scranton, receiving a bachelor of arts 
degree in 1966, and continued his graduate 
studies at George Washington University in 
legislative affairs. Mr. Dyer is married to 
Margia L. Carter and resides in Annandale, 
VA. 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his 
commitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Ameri- 
can. 





April 6 


James Shannon, of Williamsport, PA 
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April 8 

Voice of Hope Ministries, of Dallas, TX 

April 9 

Spring of Tampa Bay, Inc., of Tampa Bay, FL 
April 10 


Pope John Paul II Center for Health Care, of 
Danbury, CT 


April 11 


Big Brothers and Sisters of Sedwick County, of 
Wichita, KS 


April 12 
Casa Teresa, Inc., Orange, CA 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





April 4 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be 
members of the Architectural and Trans- 
portation Barriers Compliance Board for 
the terms indicated: 


Stephen B. Bull, of the District of Columbia, for a 
term expiring December 3, 1993. This is a re- 
appointment. Since 1989 Mr. Bull has served as 
director of the business and political action pro- 
grams division at the National Republican Sen- 
atorial Committee in Washington, DC. 

William H. McCabe, of Connecticut, for a term 
expiring December 3, 1993. This is a reap- 
pointment. Currently Mr. McCabe serves as a 
partner and certified public accountant with 
the international public accounting firm De- 
loitte & Touche in City Place, CT. 

S. Craig Kiser, of Florida, for a term expiring 
December 3, 1992. He would succeed Howard 
Adams. Since 1985 Mr. Kiser has served as an 
attorney in private practice in Tallahassee, FL. 

Kathleen Parker, of Illinois, for a term expiring 
December 3, 1993. She would succeed Eugene 
C. Johnson. Currently Ms. Parker serves as 
commissioner of the Northeastern Illinois Plan- 
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ning Council (NIPC) and a board member of 

the Regional Transportation Authority in Chi- 

cago, IL. 

Glen R. Stotler, of West Virginia, for a term ex- 
piring December 3, 1993. This is a reappoint- 
ment. Currently Mr. Stotler serves as an attor- 
ney and as president of the Morgan County 
Commission in Berkeley Springs, WV. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be 
members of the Advisory Committee on the 
Arts, John F. Kennedy Center for the Per- 
forming Arts: 

J. J. Cafaro, of Ohio. He would succeed Lindsay J. 
Morgenthaler. Currently Mr. Cafaro serves as 
president and chief executive officer of Cafaro 
International in Brookfield, OH. 

Diana Jj. Firestone, of Virginia. This is an initial 
appointment. Currently Ms. Firestone is a thor- 
oughbred horse breeder in Waterford, VA. 

Ninfa R. Laurenzo, of Texas. She would succeed 
Dorothy Vannerson. Since 1973 Mrs. Laurenzo 
has served as chairman of the board and found- 
er of Biostar, Inc., in Houston, TX. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Alice Mary Calabrese, of Illinois, to 
be a member of the Advisory Committee of 
the White House Conference on Library 
and Information Services. This is a new po- 
sition. Currently Ms. Calabrese serves as ex- 
ecutive director of the DuPage Library 
System in Geneva, IL. 


April 5 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Melanie J. Mitchell, of Ohio, to be a 
member of the National Commission for 
Employment Policy for a term expiring 
September 30, 1992. She would succeed 
Virginia S. Milner. Currently Ms. Mitchell 
serves as deputy director of the Ohio De- 


partment of Transportation in Columbus, 
OH. 


April 7 

In the morning, President Bush met with 
President Carlos Salinas de Gortari of 
Mexico in the Crew Ready Room at Elling- 
ton Airfield in Houston, TX. 


April 8 

In the evening, the President attended 
the opening day of the 1991 baseball season 
at Arlington Stadium in Arlington, TX. He 
threw out the first pitch of the game be- 
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tween the Texas Rangers and the Milwau- 
kee Brewers and watched seven innings 
before returning to the White House. 


April 9 
The President met at the White House 
with: 


—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Republican Congressional leaders; 

—John H. Sununu. 


The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be 
members of the President’s Cancer Panel 
for the terms indicated: 


Nancy G. Brinker, of Texas, for a term expiring 
February 20, 1993. She would succeed Armand 
Hammer. Since 1982 Ms. Brinker has served as 
founding chairman of the board for the Komen 
Foundation in Dallas, TX. 


Harold P. Freeman, of New York, for a term ex- 
piring February 20, 1994. He would succeed 
William Longmire, Jr. Upon appointment, he 
will be designated Chairman. Currently Dr. 
Freeman serves as director of surgery for the 
Harlem Hospital and professor of clinical sur- 
gery at Columbia University in New York, NY. 
Dr. Freeman has also served as the national 
president of the American Cancer Society, 
1988-1989. 


Geza J. Jako, of Massachusetts, for a term expir- 
ing February 20, 1992. He would succeed John 
A. Montgomery. Currently Dr. Jako serves as a 
physician, professor, and scientist at the Boston 
University School of Medicine in Melrose, MA. 


The President announced his intention to 
nominate the following individuals to be 
members of the Defense Base Closure and 
Realignment Commission for terms expiring 
at the end of the first session of the 102d 
Congress: 


Arthur Levitt, Jr, of New York. Currently Mr. 
Levitt serves as chairman of the Levitt Media 
Co. in New York, NY. From 1978 to 1990, Mr. 
Levitt served as chairman and chief executive 
officer of the American Stock Exchange. 


Robert D. Stuart, Jr., of Mlinois. Currently Mr. 
Stuart serves as president of Conway Farms in 
Chicago, IL. 





Alexander B. Trowbridge, of the District of Co- 
lumbia. Currently Mr. Trowbridge serves as 
president of Trowbridge Partners in Washing- 
ton, DC. 


These are new positions. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Ted L. Strickland, of Colorado, to 
be a member of the Advisory Commission 
on Intergovernmental Relations for a term 
of 2 years. This is a reappointment. Cur- 
rently Mr. Strickland serves as president of 
the Colorado State Senate. 

The President transmitted to the Con- 
gress: 

—the seventh annual report of the Na- 
tional Endowment for Democracy for 
fiscal year 1990, 

—and the annual report of the ACTION 
Agency for fiscal year 1990. 


April 10 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff 

—John H. Sununu. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Paula H. Cholmondeley, of Mary- 
land, to be a member of the President’s 
Commission on White House Fellowships. 
She would succeed Steven R. Hill. Current- 
ly, Ms. Cholmondeley serves as vice presi- 
dent of the International Division of The 
Faxon Company in Herndon, VA. 


April 11 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—John H. Sununu. 

In a ceremony on the State Floor, the 
President received diplomatic credentials 
from Ambassadors Hipolito Pereira Zozimo 
Patricio of Mozambique, Harry Heinz 
Schwarz of South Africa, Ismail Khelil of 
Tunisia, Denis McLean of New Zealand, Ro- 
berto Guillermo Mac Lean Ugarteche of 
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Peru, Hong-Choo Hyun of the Republic of 
Korea, and Ortiz de Rozas of Argentina. 


April 12 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Vernon Walters, Ambassador to Germa- 
ny; 

—John H. Sununu. 

In the morning, the President attended a 
memorial service for Senator John Heinz at 
the Washington National Cathedral. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate the following individuals to be 
members of the Board of Directors of the 
Corporation for Public Broadcasting: 


Martha Buchanan, of Texas, for a term expiring 
March 26, 1996. She would succeed Daniel L. 
Brenner. Ms. Buchanan has served in a variety 
of positions in the field of journalism, media, 
and public relations. 

Sheila Tate, of Virginia, for a term expiring 
March 26, 1996. This is a reappointment. Cur- 
rently Ms. Tate serves as vice chairman of com- 
munications with Cassidy and Associates in 
Washington, DC. 


The President announced that he has 
asked Congressman Dan Rostenkowski to 
be his representative to the Poznan Inter- 
national Trade Fair, which will be held in 
Poznan, Poland, from June 9 to June 16, 
1991. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted April 11 


Preston Moore, 
of Texas, to be Chief Financial Officer, De- 
partment of Commerce (new position). 
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Submitted April 11—Continued 


John E. Bennett, 

of Washington, a career member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Counselor, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Equatorial Guinea. 


Emilio M. Garza, 

of Texas, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the 
Fifth Circuit, vice Thomas M. Reavley, re- 
tired. 


Sharon Lovelace Blackburn, 

of Alabama, to be U.S. District Judge for the 
Northern District of Alabama, a new posi- 
tion created by Public Law No. 101-650, 
approved December 1, 1990. 


Richard T. Haik, Sr., 
of Louisiana, to be U.S. District Judge for 


the Western District of Louisiana, vice John 
M. Duhe, Jr., elevated. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary that are nei- 
ther printed as items nor covered by entries 
in the Digest of Other White House An- 
nouncements. 
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Remarks at a meeting with Hispanic busi- 
ness leaders in Houston, TX 


Released April 9 
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Remarks at a meeting of the American 
Business Conference 


Fact sheet: 
The President’s economic growth agenda 
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Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved April 6 


S. 725 / Public Law 102-25 
Persian Gulf Conflict Supplemental Author- 
ization and Personnel Benefits Act of 1991 


Approved April 9 


H.R. 1285 / Public Law 102-26 
Higher Education Technical Amendments 
of 1991 


Approved April 10 


H.R. 1281 / Public Law 102-27 

Dire Emergency Supplemental Appropria- 
tions for Consequences of Operation Desert 
Shield/Desert Storm, Food Stamps, Unem- 
ployment Compensation Administration, 
Veterans Compensation and Pensions, and 
Other Urgent Needs Act of 1991 
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Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm Sup- 
plemental Appropriations Act, 1991 
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